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1  DO  NOT  EXPECT  TO  STIMULATE  OR  CREATE 


HEROISM  BY  THIS  FUND.  KNOWING  WELL 


THAT  HEROIC  ACTION  IS  IMPULSIVE;  BUT  I  DO 


BELIEVE  THAT,  IF  THE  HERO  IS  IN)URED  IN 


HIS  BOLD  ATTEMPT  TO  SERVE  OR  SAVE  HIS 


FELLOWS,  HE  AND  THOSE  DEPENDENT  UPON 


HIM  SHOULD  NOT  SUFFER  PECUNIARILY. 


ANDREW  CARNEGIE 


PURPOSE  AND  SCOPE 


CARNEGIE  HERO  FUND  COMMISSION 


Established  April  15,  1904,  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  Carnegie  Hero 
Fund  Commission  was  created  to  recognize  outstanding  acts  of 
selfless  heroism  performed  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

The  single  event  that  stimulated  Mr.  Carnegie  to  organize  the 
Fund  was  the  Harwich  mine  disaster  near  Pittsburgh  on  January 
25)  1904)  which  claimed  181  lives.  The  victims  included  an  engineer 
and  a  miner  who  went  into  the  stricken  mine  in  valiant  attempts  to  rescue 
any  survivors. 


The  tragedy  and  sacrifices  so  moved  Mr.  Carnegie  that  he  promptly 
took  action  on  his  then-novel  idea  of  honoring  and  helping  the  “heroes  of 
civilization.”  Writing  in  the  Commission’s  founding  Deed  of  Trust  (see  page 
5),  he  specified  that  each  hero  to  be  recognized,  or  the  next  of  kin,  was 
to  receive  a  medal  reciting  the  heroic  deed  it  commemorated.  The 
Commission  was  empowered  also  to  make  monetary  gifts.  Given  to  the 
heroes  or  their  families,  the  grants  include  continuing  support,  scholarship 
assistance,  and  death  benefits.  More  than  $29  million  has  been  given  to  the 
awardees  or  their  survivors  over  the  life  of  the  Fund. 

Recommendations  for  awards  may  be  made  by  anyone  having 
knowledge  of  such  outstanding  acts  of  bravery.  Awards  are  open  to  all  civil¬ 
ian  citizens  of  and  visitors  to  the  two  countries  under  regulations  presented 
m  detail  on  the  subsequent  pages  of  this  report.  Each  act  is  investigated  as 
to  fact  and  degree  of  risk  involved  and  is  evaluated  by  the  Commission  on 
the  basis  of  the  results  of  the  investigation. 

The  Commission  is  a  private  operating  foundation,  classed  as  a 
charitable  organization  under  Section  501(c)(3)  of  the  IRS  Code  Visit  the 
Commission’s  Web  site  for  further  information:  www.carnP.iPh...  ... 
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PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 


A3T- 


MUCH  GIVEN 


Andrew  Carnegie  organized 
this  commission,  the  first  of 
his  hero  funds,  to  recognize 
what  is  arguably  the  highest 
form  of  altruistic  action,  to 
risk  one’s  own  life  to  save  that  of  another.  The 
stories  you  will  read  in  these  pages  bear  testi¬ 
mony  to  this  ageless  trait  of  civilized  peoples. 

These  acts  are  all  the  more  remarkable 
because  we  award  the  Carnegie  Medal  only  to 
those  who  had  no  pre-existing  duty,  profes¬ 
sional  or  otherwise,  to  take  the  mortal  risk 
they  faced  in  the  rescue.  Carnegie  showed  particular  wisdom  in  shaping 
this  area  of  his  wide-reaching  legacy,  which  is  going  strong  after  104  years. 

We  salute  heroes  unabashedly,  they  who  disregard  themselves  for 
the  moment  to  focus  only  on  others.  Should  their  deeds  overcome  them,  as 
was  the  case  in  12  of  the  rescue  acts  described  in  this  report,  we  stand  ready 
to  aid  those  they  leave  behind. 

Their  stories  are  memorable,  and  the  Hero  Fund  is  both  proud  and 
humbled  to  have  a  role  in  seeing  that  they  are  not  forgotten.  They  are 
brothers  Mark  and  Bruce  R.  Sperling  of  Illinois,  who  died  together  attempt¬ 
ing  to  save  a  man  from  drowning.  They  are  McKenzie  Anne  Perry  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  S.C.,  and  KaryL.  Hodge  ofWillimantic,  Conn.,  two  young  women 
who  braved  the  ocean  current  off  Sullivan’s  Island,  S.C.,  to  aid  a  distressed 
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swimmer  ashore,  even  though  they 
could  not  see  her  when  they  set  out. 
They  are  Matthew  B.  Vizbulis  of 
Fonthill,  Ont.,  who  kept  a  family  intact 
by  removing  a  father  and  his  two  sons 
from  a  turbulent  eddy  in  the  Niagara 
River. 

Those  heroes  and  93  others  cited 
in  2007  join  a  pantheon  of  9,151  individ¬ 
uals  who  have  been  given  the  Carnegie 
Medal  over  the  life  of  this  fund.  Their 
acts  represent,  we  firmly  believe,  the 
best  that  humankind  has  to  offer. 

Medals  of  another  sort  from  the 
same  man’s  legacy  were  also  presented 
in  Pittsburgh  during  the  year... and  also 
to  individuals  whose  acts  of  selfless  charity  set  them  apart.  Since  2001,  at 
about  the  time  of  the  centennial  of  Carnegie’s  systematized  giving,  his 
20-plus  endowed  institutions  have  come  together  biennially  to  award  the 
Carnegie  Medal  of  Philanthropy  to  those  world-class  philanthropists  whose 
giving  significantly  advances  the  common  good.  The  Hero  Fund  was 
pleased  to  co-host  the  ceremony  that  honored  the  2007  awardees — the 
Mellon  and  Heinz  families  of  Pittsburgh,  Eli  Broad  of  Los  Angeles,  and  the 
Tata  Family  of  India.  They  all  share  Carnegie’s  conviction  that  those  of 
means  are  only  stewards  of  their  wealth  and  that  moral  responsibility 
compels  them  to  use  it  for  the  benefit  of  those  in  need. 

“To  whom  much  is  given  much  is  expected.”  The  verse  from  the 
Gospel  of  Luke  speaks  to  both  those  with  depth  of  pocket  as  well  as  those 

with  depth  of  readiness  to  act  in  crisis.  We  commend  them,  who  respond 
accordingly. 


Hero  Fund  President  Mark  Laskow 

ADDRESSES  A  GATHERING  AT  THE  CARNEGIE 

Medal  of  Philanthropy  presentation  in 
Pittsburgh 


Mark  Laskow 
President 
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CARNEGIE  HERO  FUND  COMMISSION 


DEED  OE  TRUST 


TO  THE  HERO  FUND  COMMISSION 

Gentlemen:  We  live  in  a  heroic  age.  Not  seldom  are  we  thrilled  by  deeds  of 
heroism  where  men  or  women  are  injured  or  lose  their  lives  in  attempting  to 
preserve  or  rescue  their  fellows;  such  the  heroes  of  civilization.  The  heroes  of 
barbarism  maimed  or  killed  theirs. 

I  have  long  felt  that  the  heroes  and  those  dependent  upon  them  should  be 
freed  from  pecuniary  cares  resulting  from  their  heroism,  and,  as  a  fund  for 
this  purpose,  I  have  transferred  to  the  Commission  five  million  dollars  of  First 
Collateral  Five  Per  Cent.  Bonds  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation,  the 
proceeds  to  be  used  as  follows: 

First.  To  place  those  following  peaceful  vocations,  who  have  been  injured  in 
heroic  effort  to  save  human  life,  in  somewhat  better  positions  pecuniarily 
than  before,  until  again  able  to  work.  In  the  case  of  death,  the  widow  and 
children,  or  other  dependents,  to  be  provided  for  until  she  remarries,  and  the 
children  until  they  reach  a  self-supporting  age.  For  exceptional  children 
exceptional  grants  may  be  made  for  exceptional  education.  Grants  of  sums  of 
money  may  also  be  made  to  heroes  or  heroines  as  the  Commission  thinks 
advisable  —  each  case  to  be  judged  on  its  merits. 

Second.  No  grant  is  to  be  continued  unless  it  be  soberly  and  properly  used, 
and  the  recipients  remain  respectable,  well-behaved  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  but  the  heroes  and  heroines  are  to  be  given  a  fair  trial,  no  matter 
what  their  antecedents.  Heroes  deserve  pardon  and  a  fresh  start. 
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Third.  A  medal  shall  be  given  to  the  hero,  or  widow,  or  next  of  kin,  which 
shali  recite  the  heroic  deed  it  commemorates,  that  descendants  may  know  and 
be  proud  of  their  descent.  The  medal  shall  be  given  for  the  heroic  act,  even  if 
the  doer  be  uninjured,  and  also  a  sum  of  money,  should  the  Commission 
deem  such  gift  desirable. 

Fourth.  Many  cities  provide  pensions  for  policemen,  firemen,  teachers, 
and  others,  and  some  may  give  rewards  for  acts  of  heroism.  All  these  and  other 
facts  the  Commission  will  take  into  account  and  act  accordingly  in  making 
grants.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  my  intention  than  to  deaden  or  inter¬ 
fere  with  these  most  creditable  provisions,  doubly  precious  as  showing 
public  and  municipal  appreciation  of  faithful  and  heroic  service.  I  ask  from 
the  Commission  most  careful  guard  against  this  danger.  The  medal  can,  of 
course,  be  offered  in  such  cases.  Whether  something  more  can  not  judi¬ 
ciously  be  done,  at  the  request  of,  or  with  the  approval  of,  the  city  authorities, 
the  Commission  shall  determine.  I  hope  there  can  be. 

Fifth.  The  claims  upon  the  Fund  for  some  years  can  not  exhaust  it.  After 
years,  however,  pensioners  wiU  become  numerous.  Should  the  Commission 
find,  after  allowing  liberally  for  this,  that  a  surplus  will  remain,  it  has  power 
to  make  grants  in  case  of  accidents  (preferably  where  a  hero  has  appeared)  to 
those  injured.  The  action  taken  in  the  recent  Harwich  Mine  accident,  where 
Heroes  Taylor  and  Lyle  lost  their  lives,  is  an  illustration.  The  community  first 
raised  a  fund  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  which  was  duplicated  by  me  after 
waiting  until  the  generosity  of  the  community  had  full  scope.  Here  again  the 
Commission  should  be  exceedingly  careful,  as  in  this  case,  not  to  deaden,  but 
to  stimulate  employers  or  communities  to  do  their  part,  for  such  action  bene¬ 
fits  givers  themselves  as  well  as  recipients. 

Sixth.  It  seems  probable  that  cities  and  employers  on  this  continent  will 
ultimately  be  placed  under  similar  conditions  to  those  of  Britain,  Germany, 
and  other  European  States,  and  required  to  provide  against  accidents  to 
employees.  Therefore,  the  Commission,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  may  devote  any 
surplus  that  accrues  beyond  providing  for  heroes  and  their  dependents 
(which  provision  must  never  be  abandoned)  to  such  other  modes  of  benefit¬ 
ing  those  in  want,  chiefly  caused  through  no  fault  of  their  own  (such  as 
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DEED  OF  TRUST 


drunkenness,  laziness,  crimes,  etc.)  but  through  exceptional  circumstances, 
in  such  manner  and  to  such  extent  as  the  Commission  thinks  advisable  and 
likely  to  do  more  good  than  if  such  sums  were  given  to  those  injured  by  acci¬ 
dent,  where  the  latter  may  be  suitably  provided  for  by  law,  or  otherwise. 

Seventh.  The  field  embraced  by  the  Fund  is  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the  Colony  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  waters  thereof. 
The  sea  is  the  scene  of  many  heroic  acts.  No  action  more  heroic  than  that  of 
doctors  and  nurses  volunteering  their  services  in  the  case  of  epidemics. 
Railroad  employees  are  remarkable  for  heroism.  All  these  and  similar  cases 
are  embraced.  Whenever  heroism  is  displayed  by  man  or  woman  in  saving 
human  life,  the  Fund  applies. 

Eighth.  No  personal  liability  will  attach  to  members  for  any  act  of  the 
Commission.  The  Commission  has  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

Ninth.  The  Commission  has  full  power  to  sell,  invest,  or  reinvest  all  funds;  to 
employ  all  officials,  including  Secretary,  traveling  agents  to  visit  and  oversee 
beneficiaries,  etc.  and  to  fix  their  compensation.  Members  of  the  Commission 
shall  be  reimbursed  all  expenses  incurred,  including  traveling  expenses 
attending  meetings.  The  President  shall  be  granted  such  honoraria  as  the 
Commission  thinks  proper  and  as  he  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

Tenth.  An  annual  report,  including  a  detailed  statement  of  sums  and  medals 
granted  and  the  reasons  therefor,  shall  be  made  each  year  and  published  in 
at  least  one  newspaper  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  countries  embraced  by 
the  Fund.  A  finely  executed  roll  of  the  heroes  and  heroines  shall  be  kept  dis¬ 
played  in  the  office  at  Pittsburgh. 


New  York,  March  12,  1904 
Witness,  Louise  Whitfield  Carnegie 


CARNEGIE  HERO  FUND  COMMISSION 


7 


CARNEGIE  HERO  FUND  COMMISSION 


THE  CARNEGIE  MEDAL 


The  Carnegie  Medal  is  awarded  to  one  who, 
at  the  risk  of  his  or  her  own  life,  saves  or 
attempts  to  save  the  life  of  another  person. 


Mr.  Carnegie’s  embossed  profile  dominates  the  front  of  the  medal.  On  the 
reverse  side  in  low  relief  is  the  geographical  outline  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  the  countries  to  which  the  Fund  applies.  In  higher  relief  the  seals  of 
these  countries  are  shown,  with  that  of  the  United  States  below  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  plate,  and  that  of  Canada  above  it. 

Relief  work  surrounding  the  inscription  plate  reveals  a  sprig  of  laurel, 
typifying  glory,  and  above  are  sprigs  of  ivy,  oak,  and  thisde,  for  friendship, 
strength,  and  persistence.  Encircling  the  relief  work  is  a  quotation  from  the 

New  Testament  (John  15:13) :  “Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man 
lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends.” 
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REQUIREMENTS  FOR  A  CARNEGIE  MEDAL 

•  There  must  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  person  performing  the  act 
voluntarily  risked  his  or  her  own  life  to  an  extraordinary  degree  in  saving  or 
attempting  to  save  the  life  of  another  person,  or  voluntarily  sacrificed  himself 
or  herself  in  a  heroic  manner  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

•  The  act  of  rescue  must  be  one  in  which  no  full  measure  of  responsibility 
exists  between  the  rescuer  and  the  rescued. 

•  The  act  must  have  been  performed  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  or  the 
waters  thereof  and  must  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Commission 
within  two  years  of  the  date  of  rescue. 

•  Persons  not  eligible  for  awards  are;  those  whose  duties  in  following  their 
regular  vocations  require  them  to  perform  such  acts,  unless  the  rescues  are 
clearly  beyond  the  line  of  duty;  members  of  the  armed  services;  children  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Commission  to  be  too  young  to  comprehend  the  risks  involved; 
and  members  of  the  same  family,  except  in  cases  of  outstanding  heroism 
where  the  rescuer  loses  his  or  her  life  or  is  severely  injured. 

AWARDS 

•  A  medal  is  presented  to  the  person  performing  the  act  or,  in  case  of  death, 
to  the  widow,  widower,  or  the  next  of  kin. 

•  When  a  rescuer  loses  his  or  her  life  in  the  performance  of  an  act,  contri¬ 
butions  may  be  made  toward  the  livelihood  of  the  dependents.  If  the  rescuer 
is  disabled  in  the  performance  of  the  act,  periodic  contributions  may  be  made 
to  his  or  her  livelihood.  If  the  rescuer  is  not  injured,  a  monetary  grant  may 
nevertheless  be  made,  should  the  Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 
Awardees  and  the  dependents  of  posthumous  and  disabled  awardees  are 
eligible  for  scholarship  assistance. 

•  The  benefits  to  be  paid  and  the  manner  of  payment  are  determined  by  the 
Commission  after  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  each  awardee. 
Continuing  benefits  are  paid  only  if  there  is  clear  need  for  such  assistance  and 
only  if  such  benefits  are  soberly  and  properly  used  and  the  recipients  remain 
respectable  members  of  their  communities. 
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2007  AWARDEES 


HEROIC  ACTS  RECOGNIZED  DURING  2007 


The  following  persons  were  cited  by  the  Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
m  2007  for  having  performed  outstanding  acts  of  heroism.  In  each  case, 
a  Carnegie  Medal  and  a  financial  grant  of  $5,000  were  awarded. 


V 


ANDREA  GAIL  AITES 
Loveland,  Colorado 

Andrea  Gail  Aites  saved  Joshua  D.  Cooper  from  drowning,  Oscoda, 
Michigan.  January  lo,  2007.  Joshua,  6,  and  two  other  boys  were  playing  on 
the  ice  of  partially  frozen  Van  Etten  Lake  when  they  broke  through  at  a  point 
about  40  feet  from  the  bank.  They  shouted  for  help  as  they  struggled  to  stay 
afloat  m  the  37-degree  water.  Aites,  55,  homemaker,  was  visiting  at  a  nearby 
residence  and  heard  the  boys.  Taking  two  dock  buoys  with  her,  she  ran  to  the 
scene  as  she  called  911.  She  stepped  onto  the  ice  and  started  toward  the  boys 
crawling  on  her  stomach  as  she  approached  the  open  water.  Near  the  edge 
of  the  ice,  Aites  tossed  one  of  the  buoys  out,  and  Joshua  grasped  it.  Aites 
pulled  hun  onto  the  ice  and  then  stood  and  started  to  carry  him  to  the  bank 
When  they  were  about  midway  back,  the  ice  broke,  depositing  them  into 
water  that  was  wadable  for  Aites.  She  broke  the  ice  in  front  of  her  as  she  con¬ 
tinued  toward  the  bank  with  Joshua.  A  man  who  lived  nearby  responded 
about  then.  He  entered  the  lake,  made  his  way  to  one  of  the  other  boys"and 
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took  him  to  the  bank.  The  third  boy  submerged,  and  his  body  was  recovered 
the  next  day.  Joshua  and  the  other  rescued  boy  required  hospital  treatment 
for  hypothermia,  and  Aites  was  cold  and  sore  after  the  rescue.  They  recov¬ 
ered.  80054-9128 


DANIEL  WILLIAM  BAILEY 
Fort  Frances,  Ontario 

Daniel  William  Bailey  helped  to  rescue  Catherine  A.  Moffat  and  Andrea  L. 
Higgins  from  burning.  Central  Elgin,  Ontario,  August  i,  2006.  Badly  injured, 
Moffat,  37,  and  Higgins,  38,  remained  strapped  in  their  seats  after  the  sport 
utility  vehicle  in  which  they  were  traveling  overturned  in  a  highway  accident 
and  caught  fire  at  its  front  end.  At  a  nearby  residence,  Bailey,  43,  off-duty 
police  officer,  heard  the  accident  and  ran  to  the  scene.  He  attempted  to  free 
Higgins  from  the  wreckage  but  found  that  she  was  pinned  by  it.  Bailey  then 
approached  the  driver’s  side  of  the  vehicle,  reached  inside,  and  cut  Moffat’s 
safety  belt  with  his  pocketknife.  After  he  and  others  took  her  to  safety,  Bailey 
returned  to  the  wreckage.  Despite  growing  and  spreading  flames,  which  by 
then  entered  the  vehicle’s  passenger  compartment,  he  reached  inside  and  cut 
Higgins’s  safety  belt,  then  helped  remove  her  to  safety.  Flames  shortly 
engulfed  the  vehicle.  Both  women  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  Moffat 
died  of  her  injuries.  Higgins  was  detained  for  treatment  of  her  injuries, 
which  included  severe  burns.  Bailey  also  required  hospital  treatment,  for 
minor  burns  to  both  forearms,  from  which  he  recovered.  79557-9121 


DENNIS  MARK  BAPTISTE 
Fenelton,  Pennsj/lvania 

Dennis  Mark  Baptiste  helped  to  rescue  Timothy  C.  Baptiste  from  burning, 
Butler,  Pennsylvania,  June  21,  2006.  Following  a  highway  accident  in  which 
a  box  truck  at  high  speed  struck  the  rear  of  his  stopped  automobile,  Timothy, 
47,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat,  unconscious  and  trapped  by  wreckage.  The 
car,  virtually  demolished,  had  burst  into  flame  as  the  vehicles  veered  across 
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the  highway,  and  they  remained  in  contact.  Flames  grew  and  spread  to  the 
inside  of  the  car  and  to  the  front  of  the  truck.  Dennis,  45,  construction 
worker,  drove  upon  the  scene  just  after  the  accident  and  joined  two  other 
men  attempting  a  rescue  at  the  driver’s  side  of  the  car.  Despite  the  car’s  inte¬ 
rior  flames  that  dropped  melting  material,  he  reached  through  the  open  win¬ 
dow  of  the  driver’s  door  to  free  Timothy’s  legs,  not  then  realizing  that  he  and 
Timothy  were  related.  The  men  then  pulled  Timothy  through  the  window 
and  from  the  car  and  took  him  to  safety  moments  before  the  car’s  interior  was 
engulfed  by  flames.  Timothy  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  exten¬ 
sive  injuries,  including  burns.  79483  9092 


TOMMY  L.  BARBEE 
Chandler,  Oklahoma 

Tommy  L.  Barbee  helped  to  save  a  man  from  burning,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma, 
February  16,  2006.  A  34-year-old  man  lay  overcome  by  smoke  in  the  living 
room  of  his  second-story  apartment  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  unit’s  bedroom 
and  spread.  Flames  and  smoke  issued  from  the  apartment’s  windows.  On 
duty  nearby,  Barbee,  34,  police  officer,  was  alerted  to  the  fire.  Responding  to 
the  scene  and  learning  that  the  apartment’s  occupant  was  unaccounted  for, 
he  climbed  the  outdoor  stairway  to  the  second  floor,  kicked  in  the  apartment 
door,  and  entered,  his  flashlight  useless  in  the  dense  smoke.  Yelling,  Barbee 
heard  the  man  moaning,  then  he  crawled  about  25  feet  to  where  he  lay. 
Barbee  grasped  the  man  by  the  arm  and  began  to  crawl  backward  to  the  door 
with  him,  but  he  lost  his  bearings  in  the  smoke  and  began  to  shout  for  help. 
A  second  police  officer  who  had  responded  shouted,  and  Barbee  followed  the 
sound  of  his  voice  to  the  door.  A  third  man  who  had  responded  helped  the 
officers  pull  the  victim  from  the  apartment,  flames  by  then  reaching  and 
extending  through  the  doorway.  The  three  rescuers  carried  the  victim  down 
the  stairs  to  safety.  He  was  not  burned  but  required  three  days’  hospitaliza¬ 
tion  for  treatment  of  smoke  inhalation.  Barbee  also  inhaled  smoke,  and  he 
was  given  oxygen  at  the  scene.  Both  recovered.  79688-91 03 
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lAMES  |.  BLOUNT  Ml 
Chesapeake,  Virginia 

James  J.  Blount  III  saved  Sigmund  Molis,  Jr.,  and  James  Tatem  from  burn¬ 
ing,  Suffolk,  Virginia,  July  19,  2006.  Molis,  52,  was  the  driver  of  a  tractor- 
trailer  that  struck  the  rear  of  a  utility  truck  driven  by  Tatem,  54,  on  an 
interstate  highway  bridge  over  Hampton  Roads.  The  vehicles  came  to  rest 
along  the  bridge’s  concrete  wall,  which  hampered  access  to  their  driver’s 
doors.  Flames  broke  out  at  the  front  of  the  tractor  and  spread  to  the  rear  of 
the  utility  truck,  which  carried  welding  supplies  and  equipment.  Off  duty, 
Blount,  32,  firefighter  and  medic,  witnessed  the  accident  while  traveling  on 
the  bridge.  After  reporting  it,  he  donned  firefighting  attire,  including  hel¬ 
met,  and  attempted  to  douse  the  flames  with  extinguishers  he  obtained 
from  Tatem’s  truck  and  other  motorists.  They  were  of  little  effect. 
Accessing  the  driver’s  side  of  the  tractor  by  going  under  the  trailer,  Blount 
climbed  to  the  driver’s  door  of  that  rig  and  opened  it.  He  helped  Molis, 
who  was  severely  injured,  from  the  cab  and  to  the  pavement,  keeping  him 
from  falling  from  the  bridge,  and  they  then  went  under  the  trailer  to  safety 
across  the  highway  lanes.  With  flames  on  the  tractor  intensifying,  Blount 
went  to  the  passenger  door  of  Tatem’s  vehicle  but  found  it  jammed.  He 
broke  out  the  door  window  with  his  helmet,  then  maneuvered  head  first 
partially  into  the  cab.  Blount  grasped  Tatem,  who  was  unresponsive,  then 
pulled  him  to  the  door,  through  the  window,  and  across  the  bridge  to 
safety.  Both  drivers  required  hospital  treatment,  Molis  for  chest  injuries, 
but  neither  was  burned.  79526-9089 


CLIFFORD  R.  BOYD 
Kemmerer,  Wyoming 

Clifford  R.  Boyd  saved  Kaili  M.  Heronema  and  Amanda  R.  and  Arden  L. 
Humphreys  from  drowning.  La  Barge,  Wyoming,  August  3, 2006.  Early  in  the 
morning,  Kaili,  7;  Amanda,  17;  and  their  grandfather,  Humphreys,  78,  were 
found  clinging  to  the  bow  of  a  boat  that  was  swamped  and  partially  sank 
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about  14  hours  earlier  while  the  party  was  on  a  fishing  outing  on  Fontenelle 
Reservoir.  They  were  in  deep,  cold  water  about  450  feet  from  the  closer  bank 
when  found  by  Boyd,  30,  deputy  sheriff,  who  had  been  dispatched  to  search 
for  them.  Although  he  was  recovering  from  recent  ear  surgery,  Boyd,  know¬ 
ing  that  it  would  take  time  for  a  rescue  team  to  arrive  at  the  remote  location, 
removed  articles  of  clothing  and  gear  and  swam  out  to  the  boat.  Grasping 
Kaili,  he  towed  her  ashore  and  placed  her  in  his  vehicle  to  warm.  Another 
deputy  arrived,  with  empty  plastic  containers,  and  Boyd,  using  one  of  them 
as  a  flotation  device,  swam  to  the  boat  again.  With  both  Amanda  and  him 
holding  to  the  container,  Boyd  swam  Amanda  to  shore,  and  she  joined  Kaili 
in  Boyd’s  vehicle.  Again  using  the  container,  Boyd  swam  a  third  time  to  the 
boat.  Helping  Humphreys  hold  the  container,  he  swam  to  wadable  water, 
towing  Humphreys,  then  was  helped  by  the  other  deputy  in  removing 
Humphreys  from  the  reservoir.  Humphreys  and  his  granddaughters  were 
taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of  hypothermia  and  dehydration,  and 
they  recovered.  Boyd  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  he  developed  ill  effect  in  his 
affected  ear  that  required  medical  treatment.  79615-9093 


DONALD  LEROY  BROWN 
Aliquippa,  Pennsylvania 

Donald  LeRoy  Brown  helped  to  save  George  A.  Zappone  and  John  A. 
Thomas,  Sr.,  from  drowning.  Industry,  Pennsylvania,  January  9,  2005. 
Zappone,  44,  and  Thomas,  35,  were  crewmembers  of  a  io8-foot  towboat  that, 
pushing  SIX  barges  on  the  Ohio  River,  was  swept  by  the  extremely  swift  cur¬ 
rent  through  an  open  gate  of  a  dam  at  night.  The  boat  came  to  rest  upright 
in  very  turbulent  water  below  the  dam,  at  a  point  about  30  feet  from  the 
structure.  Only  a  few  feet  of  the  boat’s  pilothouse  were  visible  above  the 
water,  which  was  frigid,  as  was  the  air.  Shouting  for  help,  Zappone  and 
Thomas  held  to  a  ladder  affixed  to  the  pilothouse  for  more  than  an  hour. 
Brown,  24,  lead  deckhand,  was  aboard  a  66-foot  towboat  that  was  moored 
several  miles  downstream.  Learning  of  the  accident,  he  and  the  boat’s  three 
other  crewmembers  went  to  the  scene.  Careful  to  avoid  debris  and  the  break¬ 
away  barges,  the  boat’s  pilot  positioned  the  vessel  in  the  turbulent  water  in 
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close  proximity  to  the  submerged  one.  He  worked  to  hold  the  boat  in  place, 
to  keep  it  from  being  drawn  to  the  dam  by  a  strong  back  flow.  Although  the 
lower  deck  was  swamped,  Brown  and  the  two  other  crewmen  threw  life  rings 
from  there  to  Zappone  and  Thomas.  Zappone  grasped  one  of  the  rings  and 
was  pulled  aboard  the  rescue  boat  by  the  three  crewmen.  One  of  the  crew 
tended  him  inside  the  craft  as  Brown  and  the  other  crewman  then  pulled 
Thomas  in  and  lifted  him  aboard.  The  pilot  rode  the  boat  with  the  down¬ 
stream  current,  then  turned  it  around  and  took  it  to  the  safety  of  a  nearby 
power  plant.  Zappone  and  Thomas  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  they 
were  treated  for  hypothermia  and  other  injuries.  Four  other  men  aboard 
their  boat  were  claimed  by  the  accident.  Brown  sustained  lacerations  to  his 
arms  and  aggravated  a  previous  back  injury.  78378-9059 


lOHNATHAN  P.  BURBEA 
Brookline,  Massachusetts 

Johnathan  P.  Burbea  moved  Lawrence  Spiegel  from  the  path  of  a  trolley, 
Brookline,  Massachusetts,  June  15,  2006.  Crossing  the  track  on  which  a  trol¬ 
ley  was  approaching  at  10  m.p.h.  in  a  commuter  station,  Spiegel,  62,  fell  on 
the  wet  crosswalk  and  landed  between  the  rails.  The  trolley  operator  applied 
the  car’s  emergency  brakes.  Standing  on  the  adjacent  platform,  Burbea,  33, 
financial  professional,  saw  Spiegel  fall.  With  the  trolley  then  only  about  25 
feet  away,  he  immediately  ran  to  Spiegel.  From  a  point  between  the  rails  of 
the  track,  Burbea  grasped  Spiegel  and  moved  him  to  the  platform,  the  trolley 
then  striking  Burbea  in  the  leg  and  grazing  Spiegel  as  it  passed.  Both  men 
were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  Spiegel  was  treated  for  minor  injuries,  from 
which  he  recovered.  Burbea  received  treatment  for  a  knee  injury,  which 
required  further  medical  attention.  79488-9083 
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CHARLES  T.  CARBONELL,  SR. 

Tampa,  Florida 

Charles  T.  Carbonell,  Sr.,  saved  Steven  D.  Metzler  from  assault,  Tampa, 
Florida,  February  12,  2007.  Metzler,  57,  a  police  officer,  was  attempting  to 
detain  a  man  after  stopping  him  in  traffic.  The  man  resisted,  and,  struggling 
against  Metzler,  seized  his  handgun.  Carbonell,  50,  furniture  restorer,  passed 
by  in  his  vehicle,  then  witnessed  the  men  fighting  for  control  of  the  weapon. 
He  returned  to  the  scene  and  parked,  then  ran  to  the  assailant  and  peeled  his 
fingers  from  the  gun,  enabling  Metzler  to  reholster  it.  The  assailant  contin¬ 
ued  to  struggle  violently  as  Carbonell  and  Metzler  attempted  to  subdue  him. 
Taking  him  to  the  ground,  they  placed  him  in  handcuffs,  but  with  difficulty, 
before  backup  officers  arrived.  Metzler  suffered  minor  cuts  and  Carbonell 
was  struck  repeatedly  during  the  fracas,  but  neither  man  required  medical 
treatment.  They  recovered.  80117-9151 


DONALD  K.  CASEY 
Staten  Island,  Nets  York 

Donald  K.  Casey  helped  to  save  Franklin  Montes  from  burning,  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  September  13,  2006.  Montes,  58,  remained  in  the  cab  of  a  tractor- 
trailer  after  the  vehicle  struck  a  support  pillar  of  an  overpass  that  spanned  the 
highway  on  which  he  was  traveling.  The  cab  overturned  onto  its  passenger 
side  in  the  accident,  and  flames  that  broke  out  at  the  vehicle’s  engine  spread 
to  the  highway  surface  nearby  and  grew  quickly.  Casey,  45,  off-duty  fire¬ 
fighter,  was  traveling  on  the  highway  when  he  witnessed  the  accident  his 
vehicle  being  struck  by  debris.  He  stopped  at  the  scene  and  ran  to  the  front 
of  the  cab,  where  he  found  Montes  trapped  inside.  Joined  in  the  effort  by 
another  man,  Casey  reached  through  the  broken-out  windshield  and  grasped 
Montes,  whose  leg  was  caught  beneath  the  dashboard.  The  two  rescuers 
pulled  on  Montes,  freeing  him  of  the  wreckage,  and  then  dragged  him  to 
safety  across  the  lanes  of  the  highway.  They  positioned  themselves  behind 
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another  overpass  pillar  just  moments  before  a  major  explosion  at  the  tractor 
sent  debris  flying.  Montes  required  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  signifi¬ 
cant  injuries,  but  he  was  not  burned.  Casey  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for 
first-degree  burns  to  his  face  and  forearms,  and  he  recovered.  79732-9120 


THEODORE  L.  CHRISTOEF 
Jackson,  Michigan 

Theodore  L.  Christoff  saved  Phyllis  E.  Landes  from  burning,  Jackson,  Michigan, 
November  3,  2006.  Landes,  74,  was  in  the  living  room  of  her  one-story  house  after 
fire  broke  out  on  the  back  porch  and  spread  to  the  rear  interior  of  the  structure. 
Alerted  to  the  fire,  Christoff,  36,  business  operator,  immediately  responded  to  the 
scene  from  his  nearby  house.  He  and  two  other  men  who  responded  removed 
Landes’s  husband  and  son  from  the  house  through  a  window  in  the  living  room,  but 
dense  smoke  thwarted  their  attempts  to  enter  the  structure  through  the  same  win¬ 
dow  for  Landes.  Christoff  broke  into  the  house  through  its  locked  storm  door  and 
front  door,  then  he  had  to  clear  items  that  were  blocking  the  door  on  the  inside. 
Despite  the  dense  smoke,  which  precluded  visibility  except  for  just  above  the  floor, 
Christoff  entered  the  living  room  and  crawled  about  10  feet  to  where  he  saw  Landes 
sitting  on  the  floor.  With  flames  hlling  the  adjacent  kitchen,  he  turned  Landes 
around,  grasped  her  beneath  the  arms,  and,  dragging  her,  retraced  his  path  to  the 
front  door.  There,  one  of  the  other  men  helped  take  her  to  safety.  Landes  needed 
hospital  treatment  for  smoke  inhalation  and  minor  burns.  Christoff  was  treated  at 
the  scene  for  smoke  inhalation,  and  he  sustained  a  deep  cut  on  his  foot  that  required 
suturing.  He  recovered.  79855-91  34 
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MARLIN  A.  COATS 
San  Francisco,  California 

Marlin  A.  Coats  died  helping  to  save  two  boys  from  drowning,  San 
Francisco,  California,  May  14,  2006.  Two  boys,  ages  14  and  ii,  were  swim¬ 
ming  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  when  they  were  pulled  away  from  shore  by  a  cur¬ 
rent.  Coats,  29,  store  manager,  was  in  another  party  nearby  on  the  beach 
when  they  heard  the  boys  shout  for  help.  Coats  removed  his  shoes  and 
entered  the  54-degree  water.  He  swam  out  to  the  older  boy  and  helped  him 
toward  shore,  and  that  boy  left  the  water.  Coats  turned  back  for  the  other 
boy,  who  was  farther  out.  Others  entered  the  water,  including  two  lifeguards 
who  had  been  alerted.  Finding  that  Coats  had  submerged,  the  lifeguards 
pulled  him  to  the  surface  of  the  water  and  placed  him  on  a  rescue  board. 
They  returned  him  and  the  other  boy  to  shore.  Coats  and  both  boys  were 
taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment,  but  Coats  could  not  be  revived,  as  he  had 
died  of  drowning.  79383-9097 


ROBERT  F.  M.  CORNMAN 
East  Liverpool,  Ohio 

Robert  F.  M.  Cornman  helped  to  save  George  A.  Zappone  and  John  A. 
Thomas,  Sr.,  from  drowning.  Industry,  Pennsylvania,  January  9,  2005. 
Zappone,  44,  and  Thomas,  35,  were  crewmembers  of  a  io8-foot  towboat  that, 
pushing  SIX  barges  on  the  Ohio  River,  was  swept  by  the  extremely  swift  cur¬ 
rent  through  an  open  gate  of  a  dam  at  night.  The  boat  came  to  rest  upright 
in  very  turbulent  water  below  the  dam,  at  a  point  about  30  feet  from  the 
structure.  Only  a  few  feet  of  the  boat’s  pilothouse  were  visible  above  the 
water,  which  was  frigid,  as  was  the  air.  Shouting  for  help,  Zappone  and 
Thomas  held  to  a  ladder  affixed  to  the  pilothouse  for  more  than  an  hour. 
Cornman,  36,  deckhand,  was  aboard  a  66-foot  towboat  that  was  moored  sev¬ 
eral  miles  downstream.  Learning  of  the  accident,  he  and  the  boat’s  three 
other  crewmembers  went  to  the  scene.  Careful  to  avoid  debris  and  the  break- 
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away  barges,  the  boat’s  pilot  positioned  the  vessel  in  the  turbulent  water  in 
close  proximity  to  the  submerged  one.  He  worked  to  hold  the  boat  in  place, 
to  keep  it  from  being  drawn  to  the  dam  by  a  strong  back  flow.  Although  the 
lower  deck  was  swamped,  Cornman  and  the  two  other  crewmen  threw  life 
rings  from  there  to  Zappone  and  Thomas.  Zappone  grasped  one  of  the  rings 
and  was  pulled  aboard  the  rescue  boat  by  the  three  crewmen.  One  of  the 
crew  tended  him  inside  the  craft  as  Cornman  and  the  other  crewman  then 
pulled  Thomas  in  and  lifted  him  aboard.  The  pilot  rode  the  boat  with  the 
downstream  current,  then  turned  it  around  and  took  it  to  the  safety  of  a 
nearby  power  plant.  Zappone  and  Thomas  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where 
they  were  treated  for  hypothermia  and  other  injuries.  Four  other  men 
aboard  their  boat  were  claimed  by  the  accident.  Cornman  pulled  muscles  in 
his  shoulder.  78377-9060 


RONALD  M.  GRAFTON 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan 

Ronald  M.  Grafton  helped  to  rescue  Shirley  A.  and  Joseph  G.  Mitchell  from 
assault,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  November  19,  2006.  Mrs.  Mitchell  and  her 
husband,  both  67,  were  walking  on  a  sidewalk  when  a  man  approached  them 
from  behind  and  without  provocation  knocked  Mrs.  Mitchell  to  the  pavement. 
Armed  with  a  four-foot  metal  pipe  that  was  reinforced  with  a  steel  bar,  the 
assailant  struck  her  and  her  husband  repeatedly,  landing  forceful  blows.  Mr. 
Mitchell  fell  to  the  pavement  and  called  for  help.  About  25  feet  away,  Crafton, 
57,  psychologist,  and  his  wife  were  walking  on  the  same  sidewalk  and  saw  the 
attack.  Crafton  approached  the  assailant,  ordering  him  to  stop,  but  when  he 
was  within  arm's  length  of  him,  the  assailant  swung  the  pipe,  grazing  the  side 
of  Crafton's  head.  Crafton  tackled  the  assailant  by  the  knees,  taking  him  to 
the  pavement,  where  he  struggled  to  overpower  him.  Still  armed,  the 
assailant  attempted  to  bite  Crafton.  As  the  men  struggled,  Crafton's  wife 
approached  and  wrested  the  pipe  from  the  assailant's  grasp.  Another  man 
approached  and  sat  on  the  assailant's  legs  to  help  restrain  him.  Police  arrived 
shortly  and  subdued  him,  then  took  him  into  custody.  Mrs.  Mitchell  required 
lengthy  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  significant  injuries,  and  her  husband 
was  treated  for  multiple  cuts  and  bruises,  from  which  he  recovered.  80002-9138 
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lAMES  P.  DAIGLE,  JR. 

Houma,  Louisiana 

James  P.  Daigle,  Jr.,  rescued  Ruby  H.  LeCompte  from  burning,  Houma, 
Louisiana,  February  12,  2006.  At  night,  LeCompte,  89,  was  in  a  bedroom  of 
her  one-story  house  after  fire  erupted  in  the  attic  and  spread  to  the  hall  out¬ 
side  the  bedroom.  Her  grandson,  Daigle,  37,  police  detective,  who  lived  next 
door,  was  alerted  to  the  fire  and  responded  immediately.  Entering  the  house, 
he  went  through  the  burning  hall  to  LeCompte’s  bedroom.  As  he  then  ush¬ 
ered  LeCompte  from  the  bedroom  through  the  hall,  they  fell  amidst  flaming 
debris,  and  Daigle’s  shirt  caught  fire.  He  lay  on  the  floor  to  extinguish  those 
flames.  Regaining  his  footing,  Daigle  seized  LeCompte  by  the  arms  and 
dragged  her  through  the  haU,  their  access  to  the  front  and  back  doors  of  the 
house  blocked  by  dense  smoke.  Daigle  pulled  LeCompte  into  the  kitchen, 
and  from  there  they  exited  the  house  through  an  adjoining  garage  minutes 
before  the  house  was  engulfed  by  flames.  LeCompte  was  treated  at  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  burns  to  her  hands,  arms,  and  one  of  her  legs.  Daigle  was  hospital¬ 
ized  overnight  for  treatment  of  first-  and  second-degree  burns  to  his  back. 

791 63-9069 


DUANE  DAMRON 
Bakersfield,  California 

Duane  Damron  saved  Curtis  A.  Nemetz  from  being  struck  by  a  shifting 
mobile  home,  Gulfport,  Mississippi,  December  12,  2005.  Nemetz,  26,  and 
Damron,  71,  retired  athletic  coach,  were  part  of  a  group  of  volunteers  who 
were  installing  a  mobile  home.  Nemetz  was  at  a  corner  of  the  home,  sitting 
on  the  ground  with  his  back  against  a  chain-link  fence  and  legs  underneath 
the  unit.  The  mobile  home  began  to  shift  from  its  supports  toward  the  fence. 
As  Nemetz  got  to  his  feet  between  the  mobile  home  and  the  fence,  Damron 
lunged  toward  him  from  a  kneeling  position  around  that  corner  of  the  unit 
With  his  right  hand,  Damron  grasped  Nemetz  and  pulled  him  from  between 
the  fence  and  the  shifting  home.  That  end  of  the  unit  dropped  to  the  ground 
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against  the  fence,  pinning  Damron  by  the  left  hand.  He  pulled  the  badly 
injured  hand  free.  Damron  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained  two 
months  for  treatment,  including  three  surgeries.  Two  of  his  fingers  were 
amputated.  79043-9065 


ROBERT  DAN  FORTH 
Troy,  Maine 

Robert  Danforth  saved  Sandra  M.  Hubbard  from  drowning,  Pittsfield, 
Maine,  September  7,  2006.  Hubbard,  49,  was  the  driver  of  an  automobile 
that  in  an  accident  left  the  highway,  entered  the  Sebasticook  River,  and 
began  to  submerge  nose  first  in  water  19  feet  deep  at  a  point  about  30  feet 
from  the  bank.  She  rolled  the  window  of  the  driver’s  door  down  and,  scream¬ 
ing,  began  to  climb  through  it.  Nearby  on  the  bank,  Danforth,  39,  emergency 
medical  technician,  heard  Hubbard  scream  and  then  saw  her  car  in  the  water. 
Although  he  was  recuperating  from  recent  surgery,  Danforth  dived  into  the 
river  and  swam  across  a  swift  current  to  the  driver’s  side  of  the  car.  He 
grasped  Hubbard  by  the  arms  and  pulled  her  the  rest  of  the  way  out  of  the 
vehicle.  Despite  her  struggling,  Danforth  placed  one  arm  over  her  chest  and 
stroked  with  the  other  toward  the  bank.  His  wife  aided  in  removing  Hubbard 
from  the  river.  Within  moments  the  car  submerged  and  when  located  was 
found  to  have  overturned  in  the  water.  Hubbard  sustained  minor  injury  in 
the  accident  and  was  treated  at  the  scene.  Danforth  recovered  from  muscle 

ache.  79707-91  18 
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ALARIE  RONALD  DAVIS 
Detroit,  Michigan 

Marie  Ronald  Davis  died  after  saving  Victoria  Davis  from  assault,  Detroit, 
Michigan,  February  26,  2006.  Ms.  Davis,  53,  was  sitting  in  the  front  passen¬ 
ger  seat  of  a  car  that  was  parked  on  the  street  in  a  residential  neighborhood. 
A  man  armed  with  a  shotgun  opened  the  driver’s  door,  sat  in  the  driver’s  seat, 
and,  placing  his  hand  on  the  keys  in  the  car’s  ignition,  told  her  that  he  was 
taking  the  car.  Ms.  Davis  grasped  the  assailant  by  the  hand  and  screamed, 
alerting  her  husband,  54,  disabled  maintenance  worker,  who  was  across  the 
street  in  that  vicinity.  Davis  ran  to  the  car  as  the  assailant  exited  and  stood 
beside  it.  When  the  assailant  ordered  him  to  get  into  the  car,  Davis  grasped 
the  barrel  of  the  gun  and  struggled  against  the  assailant  for  control  of  the 
weapon.  The  assailant  puUed  the  gun  away  and  fired  twice,  striking  Davis, 
then  he  walked  from  the  scene.  Davis  went  to  a  nearby  house  for  help  and 
collapsed.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  died  of  his  gunshot 
wounds  the  following  day.  The  assailant,  who  had  killed  a  woman  in  a 
church  during  services  just  before  the  assault  on  Ms.  Davis,  died  by  his  own 
hand  later  that  day.  79166-9056 


GREGORY  DEIGHAN 
Netvburjport,  Manachusetts 

Gregory  Deighan  helped  to  save  Ezekiel  T.  Wentworth  from  suffocation, 
Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  August  20,  2005.  Wentworth,  24,  was  working 
with  a  sealant  in  an  eight-foot-deep  concrete  cistern  that  was  located  below 
ground  under  the  utility  room  of  a  house.  The  sealant  vapors  ignited,  causing 
an  explosion  that  was  heard  throughout  the  neighborhood.  Wentworth  was 
severely  burned  and  lay  unconscious  on  the  floor  of  the  cistern.  Those 
responding  to  the  scene  included  Deighan,  43,  data  sales  manager.  Dense 
smoke  filled  the  utility  room  and  even  denser  smoke  issued  from  the  cistern 
access  to  which  was  through  a  hatch  in  the  floor  of  the  room.  Learning  that 
Wentworth  was  inside  the  cistern,  one  of  the  men  who  had  responded  entered 
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the  cistern  by  means  of  a  stepladder  located  beneath  the  hatch.  After 
repeated  attempts,  he  found  Wentworth  in  the  acrid  smoke  and  dragged  him 
to  the  ladder,  then  he  ascended  to  the  hatch  and  asked  for  help.  Deighan 
entered  the  cistern,  and  he  and  the  other  man  hoisted  Wentworth  up  the  lad¬ 
der  to  the  hatch.  Other  men  pulled  Wentworth  from  the  cistern,  and  Deighan 
and  his  co-rescuer  followed  him  out.  Wentworth  required  extensive  hospital¬ 
ization  for  treatment,  including  several  surgeries,  of  his  burns.  Deighan  was 
also  treated  at  the  hospital,  for  smoke  inhalation,  and  he  recovered.  78884-9063 


KYLE  DELAPP 
Rosvnell,  Georgia 

Kyle  DeLapp  saved  a  boy  from  drowning,  Miramar  Beach,  Florida,  April  i, 
2006.  While  wading  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  a  lo-year-old  boy  was  carried  sea¬ 
ward  into  deeper  water  by  a  strong  current,  as  were  his  sister,  13,  and  two 
other  boys.  They  struggled  and  yelled  for  help.  Kyle,  17,  was  one  of  a  group 
of  out-of-state  high  school  students  who  were  playing  on  the  beach  nearby. 
Although  flags  posted  on  the  beach  indicated  dangerous  water  conditions, 
Kyle  and  two  of  his  friends  entered  the  water  and  waded  and  swam  about 
300  feet  to  the  children.  After  a  brief  struggle  with  the  lo-year-old  boy,  who 
submerged  him,  Kyle  established  a  hold  on  the  boy  and  began  to  swim 
toward  shore.  His  friends  likewise  began  to  take  the  two  other  boys  in.  The 
lo-year-old  boy’s  sister  initially  swam  alongside  Kyle  but  then  became 
fatigued  and  held  to  him  as  he  swam.  The  current  impeded  the  rescuers’ 
progress,  and  for  several  minutes  they  struggled  to  overcome  it  and  finally 
reach  wadable  water.  Other  members  of  Kyle’s  party  took  the  lo-year-old  boy 
to  safety,  and  Kyle  waded  ashore,  where  he  lay,  exhausted  and  aching,  on  the 
beach.  The  other  rescuers  also  reached  safety  with  the  two  other  boys.  The 
four  children  were  examined  by  responding  medical  personnel,  but  they  did 
not  need  treatment.  Kyle  recovered  after  resting.  79392-9112 
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)AN  E  MARGARET  DOW 
Arlington,  Virginia 

Jane  Margaret  Dow  helped  to  save  an  indeterminate  number  of  persons 
from  assault,  Alexandria,  Virginia,  January  9,  2005.  Dow,  59,  editor,  was  vis¬ 
iting  in  a  room  on  the  nursing  floor  of  a  retirement  home  when  screaming  in 
the  corridor  alerted  her  to  a  disturbed  man,  armed  with  a  knife,  who  had 
entered  the  floor.  The  man  had  just  attacked  four  people  with  the  knife  in 
another  wing  on  the  floor.  He  entered  a  room  at  the  end  of  the  corridor  and 
inflicted  extensive  knife  wounds  on  an  elderly  patient,  then  he  entered  an 
adjoining  room  and  attacked  another  elderly  patient.  Dow  approached  in 
the  corridor  with  a  canister  of  pepper  spray,  joining  a  home  health  aide  who 
had  responded  from  another  patient  room.  Although  the  assailant  threat¬ 
ened  them,  striking  Dow  and  knocking  her  to  the  floor,  Dow  and  the  aide 
used  the  spray  against  the  assailant,  after  which  the  aide  took  the  knife  from 
him.  Dow  attended  the  injured  patients  while  the  aide  helped  to  detain  the 
assailant  until  police  arrived  and  arrested  him.  78924-9072 


MICHAEL  F.  DROZDO 
Holly,  Michigan 

Michael  F.  Drozdo  rescued  Diana  L.  Bowman  from  burning.  Holly, 
Michigan,  April  3,  2006.  Bowman,  48,  was  inside  her  one-story  house  after 
fire  erupted  in  the  center  hall  and  spread.  A  neighbor,  Drozdo,  31,  warehouse 
supervisor,  discovered  the  fire  and  reported  it.  He  then  approached  the 
structure  and  opened  its  front  door,  which  led  into  the  hall.  Oxygen  tanks 
were  stored  along  both  walls  of  the  hall,  and  flames  issued  along  its  ceiling 
Bowman  lay  unconscious  on  the  hall  floor,  at  a  point  about  10  feet  from  the 
door.  Drozdo  ran  to  her,  seized  her  about  the  arms,  and  dragged  her  out  of 
the  house.  When  she  then  revived,  he  walked  her  away  from  the  structure. 
Oxygen  tanks  failed  in  the  flames,  which  shortly  engulfed  the  interior  of  the 
house.  Bowman,  seriously  burned,  was  hospitalized  but  died  of  her  injuries 
about  two  months  later.  79220.9076 
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PATRICK  DUERDEN 
Oakville,  Ontario 


Patrick  Duerden  rescued  Catherine  A.  Blackwood  from  burning,  Toronto, 
Ontario,  August  25,  2006.  Blackwood,  70,  was  inside  her  one-story  house 
after  fire  broke  out  in  a  bedroom  and  filled  the  structure  with  dense  smoke. 
On  paid-duty  detail  nearby,  Duerden,  27,  police  constable,  learned  of  the  fire, 
and  he  responded  to  the  scene.  When  told  that  the  house  was  occupied,  he 
entered  it  through  the  rear  door  but  was  immediately  forced  out  by  the 
smoke,  which  limited  visibility.  Crawling,  Duerden  re-entered  the  house. 
Proceeding  about  20  feet,  he  crossed  the  kitchen  and  entered  the  living  room, 
where  he  found  Blackwood  lying  on  the  floor  near  the  fire’s  room  of  origin. 
She  was  not  responsive.  He  grabbed  her  by  the  legs  and,  dragging  her, 
retraced  his  path  to  the  back  door  and  outside  to  safety.  Both  Blackwood  and 
Duerden  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  Duerden  was  treated  for  smoke 
inhalation.  He  recovered.  Severely  burned,  Blackwood  died  later  that  day. 

79635-9124 


C  H  RI  STO  P  H  E  R  A  LAN  DUGGAN 
Prospect,  Nova  Scotia 

Christopher  Alan  Duggan  saved  Darian  S.  H.  Mansfield  and  died  attempt¬ 
ing  to  save  Adam  R.  Mansfield  from  drowning,  Lawrencetown,  Nova  Scotia, 
September  3,  2005.  While  at  a  sandbar  along  an  Adantic  Ocean  beach, 
Darian,  8,  and  her  brother,  Adam,  12,  were  carried  into  deep  water  and  from 
view  by  a  strong  current.  Their  mother  and  a  friend,  Duggan,  31,  waded  to 
the  sandbar  and  then  into  the  deeper  water  in  search  of  them.  As  Duggan 
continued  out,  the  mother  returned  to  shore,  and  she  alerted  help.  Duggan 
reached  the  children  and  towed  Darian  to  safety  at  a  point  of  land  bordering 
the  beach,  and  then  he  turned  back  for  Adam.  Meanwhile,  others  in  the 
vicinity  responded,  including  a  kiteboarder,  who  made  his  way  to  Adam  and 
returned  him  to  safety.  Duggan  submerged,  and  his  body  was  found  later 
that  day.  He  had  drowned.  79685-9088 
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THURSTON  DUKE 
Muncie,  Indiana 

Thurston  Duke  rescued  Clint  A.  Folgate  from  burning,  Muncie,  Indiana, 
November  30,  2005.  Severely  injured  and  semiconscious,  Folgate,  49, 
remained  in  the  cab  of  his  pickup  truck  after  an  accident  at  night  in  which  the 
vehicle  left  the  roadway,  struck  a  tree,  and  broke  into  flames.  At  his  house 
nearby,  Duke,  74,  retired  manager,  heard  the  accident,  and  he  responded  to 
the  scene.  Despite  high  flames  issuing  from  the  rear  of  the  pickup  and  along 
its  driver’s  side,  Duke  approached  the  passenger  side  of  the  vehicle  and 
leaned  through  the  broken-out  window  of  the  passenger  door.  Flames  had 
entered  the  truck  and  set  fire  to  Folgate’s  clothing.  Duke  grasped  Folgate 
beneath  the  arms,  pulled  him  from  the  vehicle,  and  dragged  him  to  a  point  of 
safety  about  20  feet  away,  where  the  flames  on  him  were  extinguished. 
Flames  soon  consumed  the  truck.  Folgate  required  lengthy  hospitalization 
for  treatment  of  his  injuries  and  extensive  and  severe  burns.  Duke  suffered 
minor  burns  to  his  hands,  and  he  was  treated  at  the  scene.  He  recovered. 

79198-9055 


MARC  1.  ELLISON 
American  Fork,  Utah 

Marc  J.  Ellison  helped  to  save  Paulina  A.  Filippova  from  fallings  American 
Fork,  Utah,  September  24,  2006.  Paulina,  3,  fell  from  a  trail  at  a  national 
monument  on  the  face  of  a  steep  wall  of  American  Fork  Canyon  and  landed 
out  of  view  on  a  narrow  ledge  at  a  point  about  75  feet  below  the  trail.  Beyond 
the  ledge  was  a  much  higher  and  steeper  drop.  She  began  to  cry.  A  family 
friend  in  her  party  began  to  descend  to  her,  but  he  fell  to  his  death  down  the 
60-degree  slope  of  the  canyon  wall.  Working  at  the  monument,  Ellison,  34, 
senior  clerk  and  seasonal  park  ranger,  was  alerted,  and  he  responded  t  J  the 
trail,  as  did  a  man  who  was  visiting  the  park.  Taking  a  different  course, 
Ellison  descended  to  Paulina,  using  shrubs  and  trees  as  support  but  having  to 
cover  areas  of  fallen  and  loose  rock  with  no  holds  available.  The  other  man 
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had  descended  to  Paulina  over  the  same  course,  and  he  held  Paulina  to  keep 
her  from  falling  off  the  ledge.  Unable  to  climb  from  the  ledge  with  her,  the 
men  waited  on  it  for  rescue  personnel,  Ellison  taking  Paulina  from  the  other 
man,  who  then  used  Ellison’s  radio  to  communicate  their  status.  They  waited 
for  90  minutes  on  the  ledge,  the  surface  of  which  was  loose,  as  search  and 
rescue  workers  and  medic  helicopter  crews  assembled  and  responded.  A  res¬ 
cuer  rappelled  to  their  position,  secured  Paulina,  and  held  to  her  as  Ellison 
and  the  other  man  climbed  to  a  less  treacherous  stretch  of  the  slope.  They 
then  aided  the  rescue  worker  with  Paulina  to  that  point,  and  Paulina  was 
shortly  lifted  by  helicopter  from  the  scene.  Using  lines  and  other  gear,  rescue 
personnel  then  assisted  Ellison  and  the  other  man  from  the  face  of  the 
canyon  back  to  the  trail,  and  they  descended  to  its  base.  Paulina  was  taken 
to  the  hospital,  where  she  was  detained  overnight  for  treatment  of  lacera¬ 
tions  and  bruises.  She  recovered.  Ellison  sustained  bruises  to  his  legs,  and  he 
too  recovered.  79900-9109 


MATTHEW  |.  EMMERLING 
State  College,  Pennsylvania 

Matthew  J.  Emmerling  helped  to  save  Seth  L.  Mattleman  and  others  from 
burning.  State  College,  Pennsylvania,  April  2,  2006.  Mattleman,  20,  was 
asleep  in  the  2.5-story  house  he  shared  with  other  university  students,  some 
of  whom  were  also  inside  the  building.  Fire  broke  out  before  dawn  on  the 
back  porch  of  the  house  and,  spreading  rapidly,  entered  the  structure,  includ¬ 
ing  into  Mattleman’s  first-floor  bedroom.  Emmerling,  21,  university  student, 
was  nearby  when  he  saw  the  fire.  He  and  another  man  walking  nearby 
responded  to  the  front  of  the  house,  where  they  entered  through  the  front 
door,  shouting  to  alert  any  occupants.  Two  of  the  residents  fled  the  building. 
Although  dense  smoke  limited  their  visibility,  the  men  entered  Mattleman  s 
room  and  shouted  for  him  to  leave,  but  Mattleman  was  disoriented. 
Emmerling  grasped  him  about  the  arms  and  pulled  him  to  the  front  door  and 
outside.  He  and  the  other  man  then  re-entered  the  house,  through  a  side 
entrance,  and  went  upstairs,  where  they  evacuated  the  second  floor  of  at 
least  one  occupant.  Finding  a  disoriented  man  in  a  bathroom  on  that  floor, 
the  other  rescuer  pulled  him  by  the  arms  to  the  stairs,  and  they  stumbled 
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partway  down  before  exiting  the  house  along  with  Emmerling.  Flames  soon 
engulfed  the  interior  of  the  structure  and  destroyed  it.  Mattleman  suffered 
burns  and  was  treated  at  the  scene.  He  recovered.  Emmerling  suffered 
smoke  inhalation,  for  which  he  sought  medical  attention  the  following  day, 
and  he  too  recovered.  79225-9081 


MICHAEL  D,  EVANS.  )R. 

Kellyville,  Oklahoma 

Michael  D.  Evans,  Jr.,  saved  Jack  E.  Bailey  from  drowning,  Catoosa, 
Oklahoma,  February  27,  2006.  Bailey,  72,  was  trapped  inside  his  car  after  it 
left  the  highway,  entered  a  lo-foot-deep  retention  pond,  and  started  to  sub¬ 
merge  nose  first  in  the  40-degree  water  at  a  point  about  75  feet  from  the  clos¬ 
est  bank.  He  released  his  safety  belt  but  could  not  open  the  driver’s  door. 
Evans,  31,  electrician,  was  working  at  a  pole  about  375  feet  away  and  wit¬ 
nessed  the  accident.  He  immediately  descended  to  the  ground  and  ran  to  the 
pond.  After  removing  his  coat  and  hat  but  keeping  on  his  work  boots,  Evans 
entered  the  water  and  swam  to  the  car,  the  rear  end  of  which  was  still 
exposed.  He  attempted  to  open  the  driver’s  door  but  was  not  successful. 
Surfacing,  Evans  reached  for  and  opened  the  rear  door  on  that  side  of  the  car. 
He  submerged  again,  reached  into  the  car,  and,  grasping  Bailey  by  the  hair, 
pulled  him  from  the  vehicle.  They  surfaced.  After  pausing  against  the  rear 
of  the  car,  Bailey  swam  to  the  bank  and  Evans  looked  for  others  inside  the 
vehicle.  Two  men  aided  Bailey  from  the  pond,  after  which  Evans  returned  to 
the  bank.  Bailey  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for  observation  but  was  not 
detained.  Evans  was  cold  after  the  rescue  and  sustained  sore  muscles,  and  he 
developed  respiratory  distress  that  caused  him  to  miss  four  days’  work.  He 
recovered.  791 82-9077 
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ROBERT  G.  FALCONER  11 
Akron,  Ohio 

Robert  G.  Falconer  II  rescued  Fred  K.  Johnson  from  burning,  Akron,  Ohio, 
October  29,  2006.  Johnson,  61,  was  overcome  in  the  kitchen  of  his  ranch- 
style  house  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  adjacent  living  room  and,  fueled  by 
stored  oxygen,  intensified  and  spread  quickly.  At  his  residence  across  the 
street.  Falconer,  44,  police  detective,  was  alerted  to  the  fire.  Seeing  flames 
through  the  living  room  window  of  Johnson’s  house.  Falconer  responded  to 
the  open  door  of  its  integral  garage.  As  he  reported  the  fire,  he  went  through 
the  garage  to  the  door  that  accessed  the  kitchen  and  opened  it.  Smoke  was 
thick  and  heat  intense  in  that  room.  Falconer  saw  Johnson  lying  on  the  floor 
at  a  point  about  10  feet  from  the  door.  He  crawled  into  the  kitchen,  grasped 
Johnson  by  a  foot,  and  then  crawled  back  to  the  garage,  pulling  Johnson  with 
him.  At  the' garage.  Falconer  stood  and  carried  Johnson  outside  to  safety. 
Johnson  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  severe  burns,  from  which  he  died 
four  months  later.  The  fire  destroyed  the  house.  79848-9132 


MARK  FISHER 
Miller  Place,  Nero  York 

Mark  Fisher  helped  to  rescue  Jacqueline  G.  Rathjen  from  burning.  Coram, 
New  York,  August  29,  2006.  Following  a  highway  accident  at  night  that 
involved  the  sports  car  in  which  she  was  the  passenger  and  two  other  vehi¬ 
cles,  Rathjen,  20,  was  semiconscious  in  the  front  seat  as  flames  began  to 
spread  from  the  driver’s  side  throughout  the  vehicle.  Fisher,  51,  off-duty 
police  officer,  drove  upon  the  scene  and  stopped,  as  did  another  motorist. 
Fisher  approached  the  driver’s  side  of  the  car,  but  flames  there  repulsed  him. 
He  then  responded  to  the  passenger  side,  where,  joined  by  the  other 
motorist,  he  leaned  through  the  exposed  top  of  the  car,  grasped  Rathjen,  and 
started  to  pull  on  her,  as  did  the  other  motorist.  She  did  not  budge.  Heat 
from  encroaching  flames  was  intense  as  the  men  redoubled  their  efforts  and 
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were  successful  in  freeing  her.  Grasping  Rathjen  about  the  arms  and  legs, 
they  lifted  her  from  the  car  and  carried  her  to  safety.  Flames  grew  quickly  to 
consume  the  vehicle.  Rathjen  required  hospital  treatment  for  her  injuries, 
which includedburns.  79633-9105 


W.  JOHN  FUNK 
Gilmanton,  Nctp  Hampshire 


W.  John  Funk  saved  Jason  M.  Young  and  Samantha  L.  Redman  from  burn¬ 
ing,  Gilmanton,  New  Hampshire,  June  30,  2005.  Jason,  16,  was  the  driver  of 
a  pickup  truck  that  left  the  roadway  in  a  rural  area  at  night  and  crashed  into 
a  tree.  His  passenger,  Samantha,  15,  was  rendered  unconscious.  Flames 
broke  out  at  the  vehicle,  spread  along  its  underside,  which  was  turned  up 
against  the  tree,  and  grew  high  quickly.  Funk,  59,  lawyer,  lived  at  the  scene 
and  heard  the  accident.  Responding,  he  found  Jason  starting  to  exit  the  vehi¬ 
cle  through  its  rear  window.  Funk  entered  the  bed  of  the  truck,  pulled  Jason 
through  the  window,  and  eased  him  to  the  ground.  Learning  that  Samantha 
was  still  inside  the  vehicle.  Funk  went  to  its  driver’s  side,  which  was  lower  to 
the  ground,  and  partially  entered  the  cab,  head  first,  through  the  window  of 
the  driver’s  door.  He  grasped  Samantha  about  the  arms  but  found  that  she 
was  trapped  in  the  wreckage.  Funk  then  asked  Jason  for  help,  and,  although 
injured,  Jason  reached  into  the  truck  and  freed  Samantha’s  legs.  Funk  pulled 
Samantha  from  the  vehicle  and  dragged  her  across  the  road  to  safety.  Flames 
soon  engulfed  the  cab.  Jason  and  Samantha  were  both  hospitalized  for  treat¬ 
ment  of  their  injuries,  but  neither  was  burned.  79322-9074 


2007  ANNUAL  REPORT 

30 


STEVEN  M.  GARTNER 
Alpharetta,  Georgia 


Steven  M.  Gartner  saved  a  boy  from  drowning,  Miramar  Beach,  Florida, 
April  I,  2006.  While  wading  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  a  12-year-old  boy  was  car¬ 
ried  seaward  into  deeper  water  by  a  strong  current,  as  were  three  other  chil¬ 
dren.  They  struggled  and  yelled  for  help.  Steven,  17,  was  one  of  a  group  of 
out-of-state  high  school  students  who  were  playing  on  the  beach  nearby. 
Although  flags  posted  on  the  beach  indicated  dangerous  water  conditions, 
Steven  and  two  of  his  friends  entered  the  water  and  waded  and  swam  about 
300  feet  to  the  children.  The  12-year-old  boy  lay  partially  atop  Steven  as 
Steven  began  to  swim  toward  shore,  but  when  the  boy  submerged  him, 
Steven  repositioned  himself  and  began  to  push  the  boy  in.  Steven’s  friends 
likewise  began  to  take  the  other  children  to  shore.  The  current  impeded  the 
rescuers’  progress,  and  for  several  minutes  they  struggled  to  overcome  it  and 
finally  reach  wadable  water.  Other  members  of  Steven’s  party  took  the  12- 
year-old  boy  to  safety,  and  Steven  waded  ashore,  where  he  lay,  exhausted  and 
aching,  on  the  beach.  The  other  rescuers  also  reached  safety  with  the  other 
children.  The  four  children  were  examined  by  responding  medical  person¬ 
nel,  but  they  did  not  need  treatment.  Steven  recovered  after  resting. 

79393-91 1 3 


HENRY  H.  GARVEY  111 
Newburyfort,  Massachusetts^ 

Henry  H.  Garvey  III  helped  to  save  Ezekiel  T.  Wentworth  from  suffocation, 
Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  August  20, 2005.  Wentworth,  24,  was  working 
with  a  sealant  in  an  eight-foot-deep  concrete  cistern  that  was  located  below 
ground  under  the  utility  room  of  a  house.  The  sealant  vapors  ignited,  caus¬ 
ing  an  explosion  that  was  heard  throughout  the  neighborhood.  Wentworth 
was  severely  burned  and  lay  unconscious  on  the  floor  of  the  cistern.  Those 
responding  to  the  scene  included  Garvey,  42,  manager.  Dense  smoke  filled 
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the  utility  room  and  even  denser  smoke  issued  from  the  cistern,  access  to 
which  was  through  a  hatch  in  the  floor  of  the  room.  Learning  that 
Wentworth  was  inside  the  cistern,  Garvey  stepped  onto  a  stepladder  in  the 
cistern  located  beneath  the  hatch.  Holding  his  breath,  he  descended  to  the 
floor.  Unable  to  locate  Wentworth,  Garvey  climbed  partially  through  the 
hatch  for  air.  Again  he  descended,  that  time  with  a  piece  of  cut  hose  as  a 
makeshift  breathing  tube.  Inhaling  the  acrid  smoke,  Garvey  returned  to  the 
hatch.  With  the  aid  of  flashlights  assembled  by  others,  Wentworth  was  seen 
on  the  floor,  not  far  from  the  base  of  the  stepladder.  A  third  time  Garvey 
descended  into  the  cistern.  He  dragged  Wentworth  to  the  ladder  and 
propped  him  there,  then  he  ascended  the  hatch  and  asked  for  help.  Another 
man  from  the  neighborhood  entered  the  cistern,  and  he  and  Garvey  hoisted 
Wentworth  up  the  ladder  to  the  hatch.  Other  men  pulled  Wentworth  from 
the  cistern,  and  Garvey  and  his  co-rescuer  followed  him  out.  Wentworth 
required  extensive  hospitalization  for  treatment,  including  several  surgeries, 
for  his  burns.  Garvey  was  hospitalized  overnight  for  treatment  of  smoke 
inhalation,  and  he  recovered.  78731-9062 


RICHARD  M.  GIGLIOTTI 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 

Richard  M.  Gigliotti  helped  to  rescue  Timothy  C.  Baptiste  from  burning, 
Butler,  Pennsylvania,  June  21,  2006.  Following  a  highway  accident  in  which 
a  box  truck  at  high  speed  struck  the  rear  of  his  stopped  automobile,  Baptiste, 
47,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat,  unconscious  and  trapped  by  wreckage.  The 
car,  virtually  demolished,  had  burst  into  flame  as  the  vehicles  veered  across 
the  highway,  and  they  remained  in  contact.  Flames  grew  and  spread  to  the 
inside  of  the  car  and  to  the  front  of  the  truck.  Gigliotti,  20,  university  student, 
was  in  his  vehicle,  stopped  at  the  scene,  and  witnessed  the  accident.  He 
approached  the  car  and,  despite  its  interior  flames  that  dropped  melting 
material,  reached  through  the  open  window  of  the  driver’s  door,  grasped 
Baptiste  by  the  arm,  and  pulled  on  him.  Another  motorist,  who  had 
responded  and  released  Baptiste’s  safety  belt,  also  pulled,  an  explosion  at  the 
car  occurring  about  then.  Another  man  joined  them,  and  he  too  reached 
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inside  the  car  through  the  window,  to  free  Baptiste’s  legs.  The  men  then 
pulled  Baptiste  through  the  window  and  from  the  car  and  took  him  to  safety 
moments  before  the  car’s  interior  was  engulfed  by  flames.  Baptiste  required 
hospitalization  for  treatment  of  extensive  injuries,  including  burns.  79485-9091 


MELVIN  GUEVARA 
Tustin,  California 

Melvin  Guevara  died  helping  attempt  to  save  John  J.  Olivas  from  being 
struck  by  a  motor  vehicle,  Cerritos,  California,  January  i,  2006.  Olivas,  20, 
was  the  driver  of  a  sport  utility  vehicle  that  crashed  at  night  on  a  freeway  and 
came  to  rest  upright  in  the  traffic  lanes.  Stunned,  he  remained  in  the  driver's 
seat.  An  approaching  vehicle  containing  Guevara,  24,  sheriffs  department 
special  officer,  stopped  on  the  highway  shoulder  at  the  scene.  Reporting  the 
accident  by  cellular  telephone,  Guevara  crossed  traffic  lanes  to  reach  the 
driver’s  side  of  the  sport  utility  vehicle.  He  attempted  to  open  the  driver’s 
door,  then  he  reached  through  the  window  and  unfastened  Olivas’s  safety 
belt.  Another  vehicle  approached  at  high  speed  and  struck  Guevara  and 
another  man  who  was  present,  killing  them.  The  disabled  vehicle  was  also 
struck,  after  which  Olivas  escaped  from  it  to  safety.  79471-91 1 1 


'C 


MICHAEL  F.  HAHN 
Wausau,  Wisconsin 

Michael  F.  Hahn  helped  to  save  Roger  J.  Steinbring,  Jr.,  from  burning, 
Shawano,  Wisconsin,  December  8,  2006.  Steinbring,  32,  was  the  driver  of  a 
pickup  truck  that,  at  night,  left  the  highway,  struck  the  rocky  hillside  adjoin¬ 
ing  it,  and  then,  breaking  into  flame  in  its  engine  area,  overturned  onto  its 
passenger  side.  He  lay  unconscious  inside  the  cab,  which  had  separated  from 
the  vehicle’s  frame  but  lay  close  to  it.  Approaching  on  the  same  highway, 
Hahn,  38,  delivery  truck  driver,  stopped  at  the  scene  on  seeing  the  burning 
wreckage.  He  proceeded  to  the  cab,  where  he  and  another  motorist  together 
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dislodged  the  windshield.  Hahn  then  leaned  through  the  windshield  open¬ 
ing,  grasped  Steinbring,  and  pulled  him  partway  out  of  the  cab.  As 
Steinbring’s  legs  were  caught  by  the  dashboard,  the  other  motorist  leaned 
through  the  windshield  opening  and  freed  them.  The  men  then  pulled 
Steinbring  the  remaining  distance  from  the  cab  and  dragged  him  away 
before  flames  grew  to  engulf  its  interior.  Steinbring  was  hospitalized  for 
treatment  of  his  injuries,  and  Hahn  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  cuts  to  both 
hands  and  mild  smoke  inhalation.  He  recovered,  soi  05-9143 


Y 


STEPHEN  P.  HANSON 
Black  Creek,  Wisconsin 


Stephen  P.  Hanson  helped  to  save  Roger  J.  Steinbring,  Jr.,  from  burning, 
Shawano,  Wisconsin,  December  8,  2006.  Steinbring,  32,  was  the  driver  of  a 
pickup  truck  that,  at  night,  left  the  highway,  struck  the  rocky  hillside  adjoin¬ 
ing  it,  and  then,  breaking  into  flame  in  its  engine  area,  overturned  onto  its 
passenger  side.  He  lay  unconscious  inside  the  cab,  which  had  separated  from 
the  vehicle’s  frame  but  lay  close  to  it.  Approaching  on  the  same  highway, 
Hanson,  46,  laser  operator,  witnessed  the  accident.  He  stopped  at  the  scene, 
proceeded  to  the  truck,  and,  to  gain  access  to  the  cab,  punched  a  hole  in  the 
windshield  and  started  to  remove  it.  Another  motorist  joined  him,  and 
together  the  men  dislodged  the  windshield.  After  the  other  man  pulled 
Steinbring  partway  out  of  the  cab,  Hanson  leaned  through  the  windshield 
opening  and  freed  Steinbring’s  legs,  which  were  caught  by  the  dashboard. 
The  men  then  pulled  Steinbring  the  remaining  distance  from  the  cab  and 
dragged  him  away  before  flames  grew  to  engulf  its  interior.  Steinbring  was 
hospitalized  for  treatment  of  his  injuries,  and  Hanson  went  to  the  hospital  for 
observation.  80106.9142 
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BENIAMIN  S.  HENRICH 
River  Falls,  Wisconsin 


Benjamin  S.  Henrich  attempted  to  save  Lisa  N.  Villigan  from  an  impending 
explosion,  Prescott,  Wisconsin,  February  17,  2007.  Villigan,  39,  remained  in 
the  driver’s  seat  of  her  pickup  truck  after  it  left  the  roadway  at  night  and 
crashed  into  a  one-story  house,  severing  the  house’s  natural  gas  line. 
Henrich,  28,  police  officer,  responded  to  the  scene  after  the  accident  was 
reported.  He  approached  the  passenger  side  of  the  vehicle,  the  front  of  which 
was  about  six  feet  into  the  structure,  and  attempted  to  alert  Villigan  to  the 
gas,  the  odor  of  which  was  strong.  She  did  not  reply.  Seeing  that  a  window 
on  the  driver’s  side  was  broken,  Henrich  went  there  and  again  attempted  to 
alert  Villigan.  Within  moments,  an  explosion  of  natural  gas  occurred,  setting 
fire  to  the  house  and  truck  and  throwing  Henrich  at  least  15  feet  from  the 
structure.  Flames  grew  to  engulf  the  house  and  truck,  destroying  both. 
Villigan  died  in  the  fire.  Henrich  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of 
minor  burns  to  his  face  and  cuts  and  bruises  to  his  hands  and  face,  goi  13  91 48 


DALE  DWAYNE  HICKMAN 
Wevvoka,  Oklahoma 

Dale  Dwayne  Hickman  helped  to  rescue  Brandon  W.  McClure  from  burn¬ 
ing,  Seminole,  Oklahoma,  June  5,  2006.  McClure,  23,  was  the  driver  of  a  car 
that  left  the  highway,  struck  a  concrete  culvert,  and  broke  into  flame  at  its 
back  end.  Rendered  unconscious,  he  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  as  flames 
grew  and  entered  the  back-seat  area  of  the  car.  Hickman,  42,  truck  driver, 
came  upon  the  scene  while  driving  on  the  highway  and  stopped,  as  did 
another  motorist.  They  approached  the  driver’s  side  of  the  wrecked  car  and, 
despite  blistering  heat  from  the  nearby  flames,  reached  through  the  window 
of  the  driver’s  door  and  grasped  McClure.  Together  they  removed  him  from 
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the  vehicle  and  dragged  him  across  the  highway  to  safety.  McClure  was  hos¬ 
pitalized  for  treatment  of  extensive  injuries  and  severe  burns.  Hickman  also 
required  hospital  treatment,  for  first-  and  second-degree  burns  to  his  right 
arm.  He  recovered.  79493-9098 


F  RAN  fC  R.  HICKS  V 
Oroville,  California 

Frank  R.  Hicks  V  saved  Dylan  T.  Beebe  and  Lisa  S.  and  Debra  S.  Long  from 
burning,  Oroville,  California,  July  28,  2006.  Dylan,  2,  and  his  mother,  Lisa, 
25,  were  passengers  of  the  sport  utility  vehicle  driven  by  Lisa’s  mother,  Debra, 
51.  Involved  in  a  highway  accident,  the  vehicle  left  the  roadway  and  went 
down  a  steep  embankment  into  a  ravine,  where  it  turned  onto  its  passenger 
side  and  caught  fire  at  its  front  end.  Hicks,  23,  boat  mechanic,  witnessed  the 
accident.  Seeing  smoke  rise  from  the  ravine,  he  ran  down  the  embankment 
and  approached  the  vehicle  but  was  unsuccessful  in  opening  its  driver’s  door. 
After  Debra  opened  that  door’s  window,  Lisa  handed  Dylan  out  to  him,  and 
he  took  Dylan  to  safety.  Hicks  then  returned  to  the  vehicle,  on  which  flames 
were  growing  and  spreading.  Lisa  had  climbed  about  halfway  through  the 
window,  and  Hicks  aided  her  the  rest  of  the  way  out  and  took  her  to  safety. 
Debra  then  climbed  through  the  window  and  fell  to  the  ground  adjacent  to 
the  vehicle,  where  flames  were  beginning  to  spread  to  the  tinder-dry  vegeta¬ 
tion.  As  her  injuries  kept  her  from  moving  away  from  the  flames,  Hicks 
returned  to  the  vehicle  again,  seized  Debra  by  the  arms,  and  pulled  her  to 
safety.  Flames  soon  grew  to  envelope  the  car,  and  they  spread  to  a  two-acre 
area  before  they  were  extinguished.  All  three  victims  required  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  for  their  injuries,  Dylan’s  being  minor  burns  to  his  chest.  He  recovered. 

79659-91  10 
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KARY  L.  HODGE 
Willimantic,  Connecticut 


Kary  L.  Hodge  helped  to  save  Betty  R.  Kindley  from  drowning,  Sullivan’s 
Island,  South  Carolina,  June  25,  2006.  Kindley,  55,  was  wading  in  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  with  a  friend  when  a  rip  current  developed  and  swept  both 
women  a  far  distance  from  shore.  Kindley  held  to  her  friend,  who  could  not 
swim.  Hodge,  28,  activities  assistant,  was  on  the  beach  in  the  vicinity  when 
she  became  aware  of  the  situation.  Although  she  could  not  see  the  victims, 
due  to  their  distance  from  shore  and  rough  surf,  she  immediately  entered  the 
water  and  began  to  swim  out  for  them,  as  did  others.  She  reached  Kindley 
after  sighting  her  en  route,  joining  another  woman  who  was  the  only  other 
person  to  reach  the  vicrims.  Coached  by  Hodge  and  the  other  woman, 
Kindley  swam  toward  shore.  After  several  minutes,  when  the  women  were 
about  300  feet  from  shore,  a  responding  firefighter  arrived  on  a  personal 
watercraft  and,  with  Kindley  aboard,  took  the  women  to  safety.  The  women 
were  nearly  exhausted  after  the  rescue,  and  they  recovered.  79994-91 1  e 


WALTE  R  E.  S.  HOH  L 
Astoria,  Oregon 

Walter  E.  S.  Hohl  helped  to  rescue  Bob  L.  Scott  from  burning.  Cascade 
Locks,  Oregon,  October  22,  2006.  Scott,  76,  was  the  passenger  of  a  motor 
home  that,  in  an  accident,  left  the  highway,  overturned  onto  its  passenger 
side,  and  caught  fire  in  the  rear  undercarriage  area.  Hohl,  38,  ship  inspector, 
drove  upon  the  scene  after  the  accident  and  responded  to  the  front  of  the 
vehicle,  where  he  and  another  man  aided  in  the  removal  of  Scott’s  wife 
through  a  window.  An  explosion  occurred  at  the  motor  home  about  then, 
sending  flames  high  above  it  and  into  its  interior.  Seeing  Scott  trapped 
inside,  Hohl  and  the  other  man  broke  out  the  windshield,  then  Hohl  leaned 
inside  and  attempted  repeatedly  to  free  Scott  from  his  safety  belt.  Intense 
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heat  forced  him  back.  When  Scott  started  to  emerge  through  the  windshield, 
Hohl  helped  him  the  rest  of  the  way  out  of  the  vehicle  and  took  him  to  safety. 
Flames  grew  to  destroy  the  motor  home.  Severely  burned,  Scott  died  at  the 
scene.  Hohl  suffered  minor  burns,  from  which  he  recovered.  79799.91 47 


)AMES  P.  HOOD 
Alpine,  Wyoming 

James  P.  Hood  rescued  Erik  C.  Bjarnason,  Donald  W.  Jardine,  and 
Alexander  C.  Snigurowicz  from  exposure.  Mount  Logan,  Yukon  Territory, 
May  27-28,  2005.  Bjarnason,  40;  Jardine,  51;  and  Snigurowicz,  45,  experi¬ 
enced  climbers,  were  stranded  for  two  days  in  a  storm  on  a  ridge  of  Mount 
Logan  at  an  altitude  of  about  18,000  feet.  Suffering  frostbite  and  altitude 
sickness  and  with  little  provision,  the  men  radioed  for  help  as  they  sought 
refuge  in  a  cave  that  they  dug  in  the  snow,  their  tent  having  blown  away.  Two 
other  climbers  from  their  party  reached  them  after  the  storm  abated  and,  set¬ 
ting  up  their  tent,  tended  to  them.  Meanwhile,  Hood,  47,  a  helicopter  pilot 
who  was  employed  by  the  company  that  provided  search  and  rescue  services 
for  a  national  park  about  400  miles  away,  was  informed  of  the  situation. 
Agreeing  to  the  mission.  Hood  and  a  two-man  crew  flew  a  specialized  high- 
altitude  helicopter  to  the  scene  over  the  course  of  several  hours,  having  to 
refuel  three  times  as  they  took  a  non-direct  route  because  of  inclement 
weather.  From  a  staging  area  at  an  altitude  of  about  5,510  feet  that  was  about 
15  miles  from  the  scene.  Hood  ascended  alone  to  the  climbers’  location,  his 
craft  carrying  minimal  fuel  due  to  weight  restrictions.  The  diminishing  light 
of  late  evening  compromised  his  vision  and  depth  perception  in  terrain  with 
which  he  was  unfamiliar,  as  he  had  not  flown  there  previously.  Further, 
Hood  was  unacclimated  to  the  thin  atmosphere  of  the  high  elevation,  which 
caused  him  to  use  supplemental  oxygen  and  which  imposed  on  the  heli¬ 
copter’s  performance.  Unable  to  land  at  the  climbers’  site.  Hood  hovered 
above  it  as  Bjarnason  was  helped  by  the  others  into  a  rescue  basket  sus¬ 
pended  by  a  line  from  the  helicopter.  Bjarnason  was  then  evacuated  to  the 
staging  area,  where  Hood  refueled  the  helicopter.  He  returned  to  the  ridge 
and  removed  Jardine  to  the  staging  area  in  similar  fashion.  By  then  the  mid- 
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night  skies  darkening.  Hood  again  took  on  minimal  fuel  and  flew  a  third  time 
to  the  scene,  for  Snigurowicz.  After  he  returned  Snigurowicz  to  the  staging 
area,  the  three  climbers  were  transported  to  a  hospital,  where  they  were 
detained  for  treatment  of  hypothermia  and  frostbite,  two  of  them  requiring 
digit  amputation,  s  o  1 3  s  -  9 1 4  e 


SETH  CLAYTON  HOOKS 
Cadiz,  Kentucky! 

Seth  Clayton  Hooks  rescued  Hunter  B.  Wiseman  from  burning,  Cadiz, 
Kentucky,  December  12,  2006.  Following  a  highway  accident  involving  the 
car  in  which  he  was  a  passenger.  Hunter,  4,  remained  strapped  to  his  seat  by 
a  safety  belt.  The  car  had  overturned  and  caught  fire  in  the  accident,  and 
spreading  flames  reached  Hunter’s  seat.  Traveling  on  the  same  highway. 
Hooks,  21,  restaurant  employee,  arrived  at  the  scene  and  approached  the 
burning  car.  Seeing  Hunter  inside,  he  entered  the  vehicle  through  the  win¬ 
dow  of  its  driver’s  door  and  attempted  to  free  him.  Hooks  withdrew  for  a 
knife,  but  none  was  available.  Re-entering  the  vehicle,  he  pulled  Hunter  free 
and  exited  the  car  with  him.  Hooks  roUed  Hunter  on  the  ground  to  extin¬ 
guish  the  flames  on  him,  then  he  carried  him  away  from  the  vehicle  to  a  point 
of  safety.  Hunter  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  extensive  burns  and  later 
died  of  his  injuries.  Hooks  required  hospital  treatment  for  second-degree 
burns  to  both  hands,  and  he  recovered.  79911-9135 


MICKEY  D.  HORAK 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas 

Mickey  D.  Horak  helped  to  save  Paulina  A.  Filippova  from  falling,  American 
Fork,  Utah,  September  24,  2006.  Paulina,  3,  fell  from  a  trail  at  a  national 
monument  on  the  face  of  a  steep  wall  of  American  Fork  Canyon  and  landed 
out  of  view  on  a  narrow  ledge  at  a  point  about  75  feet  below  the  trail.  Beyond 
the  ledge  was  a  much  higher  and  steeper  drop.  She  began  to  cry.  A  family 
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friend  in  her  party  began  to  descend  to  her,  but  he  fell  to  his  death  down  the 
6o-degree  slope  of  the  canyon  wall.  Horak,  26,  electrician,  who  was  visiting 
the  monument,  and  a  park  ranger  were  alerted,  and  they  responded  to  the 
trail.  Taking  a  different  course,  Horak  descended  to  Paulina,  using  shrubs 
and  trees  as  support  but  having  to  cover  areas  of  fallen  and  loose  rock  with 
no  holds  available.  Horak  held  Paulina  to  keep  her  from  falling  off  the  ledge 
as  the  park  ranger  descended  to  them  over  the  same  course.  Unable  to  chmb 
from  the  ledge  with  her,  the  men  waited  on  it  for  rescue  personnel,  the  park 
ranger  taking  Paulina  from  Horak,  who  then  used  the  park  ranger’s  radio  to 
communicate  their  status.  They  waited  for  90  minutes  on  the  ledge,  the  sur¬ 
face  of  which  was  loose,  as  search  and  rescue  workers  and  medic  helicopter 
crews  assembled  and  responded.  A  rescuer  rappelled  to  their  position, 
secured  Paulina,  and  held  to  her  as  Horak  and  the  park  ranger  climbed  to  a 
less  treacherous  stretch  of  the  slope.  They  then  aided  the  rescue  worker  with 
Paulina  to  that  point,  and  Paulina  was  shortly  lifted  by  helicopter  from  the 
scene.  Using  lines  and  other  gear,  rescue  personnel  then  assisted  Horak  and 
the  park  ranger  from  the  face  of  the  canyon  back  to  the  trail,  and  they 
descended  to  its  base.  Paulina  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  she  was 
detained  overnight  for  treatment  of  lacerations  and  bruises.  She  recovered. 
Horak  sustained  lacerations  to  his  back  and  knees,  and  he  too  recovered. 

79901-9108 


ADAM  HUGHES 
Richvnood,  West  Virginia 

Adam  Hughes  attempted  to  rescue  Suzanne  Kettler  from  burning, 
Richwood,  West  Virginia,  March  12,  2006.  Kettler,  49,  was  inside  the  cabin 
where  she  was  residing  after  a  fire  broke  out  and  spread  through  the  two- 
room  structure,  filling  it  with  dense  smoke.  Hughes,  27,  logger,  who  lived 
nearby,  discovered  the  fire  and  immediately  responded  to  the  scene.  He  went 
to  the  cabin  s  side  door  and  opened  it,  but  the  smoke  precluded  his  entering. 
Responding  to  the  front  of  the  structure,  Hughes  kicked  in  the  front  door  and 
entered  a  few  feet.  With  flames  almost  throughout  the  interior  of  the  cabin, 
Hughes  found  Kettler  on  a  couch  beside  the  door.  He  approached  the  couch. 
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picked  Kettler  up,  and,  carrying  her  through  the  front  door,  placed  her  on  the 
porch.  Kettler  died  at  the  scene.  Hughes  sustained  first-  and  second-degree 
burns  to  his  arms  and  neck  area  and  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment. 
He  missed  a  week’s  work  but  fully  recovered.  79673-9100 


BRIAN  lAMES  IVORY 
Oakdale,  Nete  York 

Brian  James  Ivory  rescued  Winston  J.  DeCoteau  from  burning,  Hauppauge, 
New  York,  December  17,  2006.  DeCoteau,  24,  was  semiconscious  in  the  driv¬ 
er’s  seat  of  his  car  after  an  accident  at  night  in  which  the  vehicle  left  the  road, 
struck  a  utility  pole,  and  burst  into  flame.  Driving  home  from  work.  Ivory,  25, 
bartender,  witnessed  the  accident.  After  reporting  it,  he  ran  to  the  car,  where 
flames  were  issuing  from  its  rear  end  and  advancing  toward  the  front.  Ivory 
opened  the  driver’s  door,  reached  over  DeCoteau,  and  with  difficulty 
released  his  safety  belt.  By  then  flames  had  spread  to  the  interior  of  the  car 
and  to  DeCoteau’s  clothing.  Ivory  grasped  DeCoteau  under  the  arms,  pulled 
him  from  the  vehicle,  and  dragged  him  away.  He  then  extinguished  the 
flames  on  DeCoteau’s  clothing.  Flames  shordy  engulfed  the  car.  DeCoteau 
was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  his  injuries,  which  included  burns  to  his 
face,  head,  and  neck.  Ivory  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  smoke  inhalation 
and  minor  burns  to  his  face,  and  he  recovered.  79953-91 39 


AMADU  lALLOH 
Alexandria,  Virginia 


Amadu  Jalloh  helped  to  save  an  indeterminate  number  of  persons  from 
assault,  Alexandria,  Virginia,  January  9,  2005.  Jalloh,  39,  home  health  aide, 
was  on  private  duty  in  a  room  on  the  nursing  floor  of  a  retirement  home 
when  screaming  in  the  corridor  alerted  him  to  a  disturbed  man,  armed  with 
a  knife,  who  had  entered  the  floor.  The  man  had  just  attacked  four  people 
with  the  knife  in  another  wing  on  the  floor.  Recognizing  the  assailant,  Jalloh 
walked  toward  him  as  the  assailant  entered  a  room  at  the  end  of  the  corridor 


CARNEGIE  HERO  FUND  COMMISSION 

41 


and  inflicted  extensive  knife  wounds  on  an  elderly  patient.  He  shouted  at  the 
assailant  to  get  him  to  stop,  but  the  assailant  entered  an  adjoining  room  and 
attacked  another  elderly  patient.  A  woman  who  was  visiting  on  the  floor 
approached  with  a  canister  of  pepper  spray.  Although  the  assailant  threat¬ 
ened  them,  striking  the  woman  and  knocking  her  to  the  floor,  Jalloh  and  the 
woman  used  the  spray  against  the  assailant,  after  which  Jalloh  took  the  knife 
from  him.  He  helped  to  detain  the  assailant  until  a  police  officer  arrived, 
then  he  again  helped  to  subdue  the  assailant  when  he  struck  the  officer. 
Other  responding  police  secured  the  assailant  and  arrested  him.  78923-9071 


BRYAN  THOMAS  lARED 
Lexington,  Kentucky 


Bryan  Thomas  Jared  helped  to  save  James  M.  Polehinke  from  burning, 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  August  27,  2006.  Polehinke,  44,  was  the  co-pilot  of  a 
commercial  regional  jet  that  crashed  during  takeoff  and  caught  fire.  Severely 
injured,  he  remained  restrained  by  a  harness  to  his  seat  in  the  cockpit.  On 
duty  nearby,  Jared,  29,  police  officer,  responded  to  the  scene,  where  he  found 
that  flames  had  engulfed  the  wreckage  except  for  the  area  of  the  cockpit. 
Seeing  Polehinke  through  a  gap  in  the  wreckage  at  the  nose  of  the  jet,  Jared 
crawled  into  the  cockpit  and  attempted  to  free  him.  A  safety  officer  from  the 
airport  also  arrived,  and  he  too  crawled  into  the  wreckage.  Working 
together,  they  freed  Polehinke,  but  with  difficulty,  flames  just  feet  away. 
They  then  pulled  him  from  the  cockpit  and  loaded  him  into  a  responder’s 
vehicle  that  had  arrived.  Polehinke  required  extensive  hospitalization,  and 
Jared  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  a  minor  burn  to  an  arm.  The  49  other 
passengers  and  crewmembers  of  the  jet  died  in  the  accident.  79627-9149 
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|AY  P.  JOHANSEN 
Cranston,  Rhode  Island 

Jay  P.  Johansen  saved  Sandra  A.  Stephenson  from  burning,  Cranston, 
Rhode  Island,  January  4,  2006.  Stephenson,  57,  was  in  her  apartment  on  the 
third  floor  of  a  three-story  house  after  fire  broke  out  on  the  first  floor  at  night 
and  sent  dense  smoke  into  the  structure.  She  tried  to  escape  the  building  but 
was  nearly  overcome  by  smoke  on  the  second  floor.  Johansen,  35,  correc¬ 
tional  officer,  saw  flames  issuing  from  the  house  while  driving  nearby.  He 
reported  the  fire,  then  responded  to  the  back  door  of  the  house,  where  he 
learned  from  other  tenants  who  were  fleeing  that  Stephenson  was  inside. 
Johansen  entered  the  building  and,  hearing  Stephenson  coughing  and 
screaming  that  she  could  not  see  or  breathe,  crawled  through  dense  smoke 
up  the  nearby  stairs  to  the  second  floor.  Finding  Stephenson  near  the  top  of 
the  stairs,  Johansen  told  her  to  put  her  arms  around  his  neck.  She  did  so,  and 
Johansen  took  her  downstairs  and  outside  to  safety.  Both  were  taken  to  the 
hospital  for  treatment  of  smoke  inhalation.  80033-9104 


FATMATA  M.  KABBA 
Alexandria,  Virginia 

Fatmata  M.  Kabba  helped  to  rescue  Jeanne  Hobbs  and  rescued  John  C. 
Springer  from  assault,  Alexandria,  Virginia,  January  9,  2005.  Hobbs,  37,  was 
in  her  office  on  the  nursing  floor  of  a  retirement  home  when  a  disturbed  man 
entered  the  room  with  a  knife  and  attacked  her.  They  went  to  the  floor,  the 
assailant  cutting  her  with  the  knife.  Hearing  Hobbs  scream.  Springer,  62, 
who  was  visiting  nearby  in  that  unit,  approached  the  office  and  witnessed  the 
attack.  He  grabbed  the  assailant  and  struggled  with  him,  the  assailant  tak¬ 
ing  him  to  the  floor  and  inflicting  major  cut  wounds  to  his  head  and  face.  In 
another  unit  on  the  floor,  Kabba,  37,  nursing  assistant,  also  heard  screaming 
from  the  office  and  responded.  She  approached  Hobbs,  grasped  her  by  the 
arms,  and  pulled  her  from  the  office.  Hobbs  fled  to  safety.  Kabba  returned  to 
the  office  door  and  yelled  at  the  assailant  to  stop  his  attack  on  Springer. 
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Distracted,  the  assailant  turned  to  Kabba  and,  threatening  her  with  the  knife, 
chased  her  through  the  corridor.  He  inflicted  knife  wounds  to  four  elderly 
patients  before  he  was  subdued.  Springer  and  Hobbs  were  treated  at  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  their  lacerations.  Springer’s  requiring  48  sutures.  He  recovered. 

80033-9104 


)ON  DANIEL  KALLEBERG 
Staten  Island,  New  York 

Jon  Daniel  Kalleberg  helped  to  save  Franklin  Montes  from  burning, 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  September  13, 2006.  Montes,  58,  remained  in  the  cab  of 
a  tractor-trailer  after  the  vehicle  struck  a  support  pillar  of  an  overpass  that 
spanned  the  highway  on  which  he  was  traveling.  The  cab  overturned  onto  its 
passenger  side  in  the  accident,  and  flames  that  broke  out  at  the  vehicle’s 
engine  spread  to  the  highway  surface  nearby  and  grew  quickly.  Kalleberg, 
39,  computer  technician,  was  traveling  on  the  highway  when  he  witnessed 
the  accident,  his  vehicle  being  struck  by  debris.  He  stopped  on  the  highway 
shoulder  and  ran  to  the  front  of  the  cab,  where  he  found  Montes  trapped 
inside.  Joined  in  the  effort  by  another  man,  Kalleberg  reached  through  the 
broken-out  windshield  and  grasped  Montes,  whose  leg  was  caught  beneath 
the  dashboard.  The  two  rescuers  pulled  on  Montes,  freeing  him  of  the  wreck¬ 
age,  and  then  dragged  him  to  safety  across  the  lanes  of  the  highway.  They 
positioned  themselves  behind  another  overpass  pillar  just  moments  before  a 
major  explosion  at  the  tractor  sent  debris  flying.  Montes  required  hospital¬ 
ization  for  treatment  of  significant  injuries,  but  he  was  not  burned.  79733-91 1 9 


DERRICK  KYLE 
Hewitt,  Texas 

Derrick  Kyle  attempted  to  help  save  Lois  F.  Fair  from  drowning,  Hewitt, 
Texas,  May  14,  2006.  Fair,  57,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  her  van  after  it 
partially  entered  a  flooded  drainage  ditch  during  heavy  rain.  Water  surged 
from  the  five-foot-deep  ditch  into  a  submerged  culvert  that  extended  70  feet 
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underground.  Seeing  the  accident,  Derrick,  i6,  high  school  student,  and  a 
coworker  ran  to  the  ditch  from  the  nearby  store  where  they  were  part-time 
employees.  Holding  to  the  driver’s  side  of  the  van,  they  urged  Fair  to  exit  the 
vehicle,  but  then  it  turned  somewhat  and  moved  fully  into  the  ditch  and 
toward  the  culvert,  taking  Derrick  and  his  coworker  with  it.  Submerging, 
Derrick  was  drawn  into  the  culvert  then  was  washed  through  it;  he  emerged 
to  safety  at  its  other  end.  The  van  pinned  the  coworker  by  a  hand  to  the 
mouth  of  the  culvert,  and  he  remained  there  partially  submerged  until  he 
was  freed  by  arriving  firefighters.  Uninjured,  Fair  was  aided  from  the  vehicle 
through  the  window  of  its  driver’s  door.  Derrick  required  hospital  treatment 
for  abrasions  to  his  legs  and  an  injured  shoulder.  He  recovered  in  a  week. 

79379-9123 


V 


OSCAR  A.  LE  IVA 
RenOf  Nevada 


Oscar  A.  Leiva  saved  Lynn  Bloom  and  Mary  M.  Rocha  from  burning,  Tracy, 
California,  November  29,  2005.  Bloom  and  Rocha,  92,  were  inside  Rocha’s 
one-story  house  after  fire  broke  out  in  a  front  bedroom.  A  neighbor,  Leiva, 
34,  forklift  operator,  was  working  outside  when  he  saw  smoke,  and  he 
responded  to  the  scene.  Leiva  kicked  in  the  front  door  of  the  house  and 
entered  the  living  room,  in  which  visibility  was  severely  hampered  by  dense 
smoke.  He  proceeded  into  the  adjoining  front  bedroom,  which  was  aflame. 
Not  seeing  anyone,  Leiva  left  the  bedroom  and  found  Bloom  in  the  living 
room,  on  a  couch.  He  got  her  to  her  feet  and  walked  her  through  the  front 
door  to  safety.  Re-entering  the  house,  Leiva  crossed  the  living  room  and  went 
to  the  back  door.  He  opened  the  door  to  clear  the  smoke  for  better  visibility. 
Hearing  Rocha  coughing,  Leiva  found  her  in  a  bedroom  at  the  back  of  the 
house.  He  picked  her  up  and  carried  her  through  the  back  door  to  safety. 
Both  women  were  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of  smoke  inhalation. 
Leiva  also  required  hospital  treatment  for  having  inhaled  smoke,  and  he 
recovered.  79299-9085 
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STEVE  LINDER 
Macon,  Georgia 

Steve  Linder  rescued  Leslie  B.  Deal  from  burning,  Macon,  Georgia, 
December  14,  2006.  Leslie,  16,  was  the  driver  of  an  automobile  that  collided 
with  another  at  an  intersection.  Flames  erupted  in  the  engine  compartment 
of  the  car  and  spread  to  the  interior,  where  Leshe,  semiconscious,  remained 
in  the  driver’s  seat.  A  motorist  who  witnessed  the  collision,  Linder,  52,  sales¬ 
person,  stopped  at  the  scene  and,  after  ensuring  that  the  occupants  of  the 
other  vehicle  were  safe,  approached  the  burning  car.  He  tried  to  open  its 
driver’s  door,  but  the  door  was  jammed.  As  the  glass  was  missing  from  the 
window  of  that  door,  Linder  reached  into  the  car  and  grasped  Leslie  but  saw 
that  her  safety  belt  was  attached.  Despite  flames  underneath  the  dashboard 
on  the  passenger  side,  Linder  released  the  belt  and  then  began  to  pull  Leslie 
through  the  window.  When  he  had  her  halfway  through  the  window,  he 
found  that  she  was  caught  by  the  steering  wheel.  Again  reaching  into  the  car, 
Linder  freed  Leslie  and  pulled  her  from  the  vehicle,  and  then  he  dragged  her 
to  safety.  Within  moments,  flames  engulfed  the  interior  of  the  car.  Leslie 
required  hospital  treatment  for  lacerations  and  other  injuries,  and  she  sus¬ 
tained  minor  burns  to  an  arm.  79934-9141 


CHRISTOPHER  |.  LYONS 
Queens,  New  York 

Christopher  J.  Lyons  died  attempting  to  save  Tyshon  H.  Hawkins  from 
drowning,  Asbury  Park,  New  Jersey,  July  31,  2006.  Tyshon,  13,  was  swim¬ 
ming  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  when  a  strong  seaward  current  took  him,  and  two 
other  swimmers,  farther  from  the  beach.  Unsuccessful  in  his  attempt  to  swim 
back  to  shore,  he  called  out  for  help.  From  another  party  on  the  beach,  Lyons, 
40,  entered  the  water  and  swam  toward  Tyshon.  Both  were  carried  farther 
out,  to  the  end  of  a  rock  jetty  that  extended  250  feet  into  the  water  at  the 
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scene.  Lyons  submerged  at  about  that  point.  Tyshon  made  his  way  to  the 
opposite  side  of  the  jetty  and  swam  safely  to  shore,  where  he  was  tended  by 
paramedics.  Lyons  was  found  in  the  water  along  the  jetty,  also  on  its  oppo¬ 
site  side,  and  was  removed  to  shore  by  rescue  personnel.  He  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  but  could  not  be  revived,  as  he  had  drowned.  The  other  two  victims 
were  aided  ashore  by  another  man.  97583-9102 


KEVIN  |.  MAHONEY 
Columbus,  Ohio 

Kevin  J.  Mahoney  helped  to  save  Seth  L.  Mattleman  and  others  from  burn¬ 
ing,  State  College,  Pennsylvania,  April  2, 2006.  Mattleman,  20,  was  asleep  in 
the  2.5-story  house  he  shared  with  other  university  students,  some  of  whom 
were  also  inside  the  building.  Fire  broke  out  before  dawn  on  the  back  porch 
of  the  house  and,  spreading  rapidly,  entered  the  structure,  including  into 
Mattleman’s  first-floor  bedroom.  Mahoney,  22,  lifeguard,  was  nearby  when 
he  saw  the  fire.  He  and  another  man  who  was  nearby  responded  to  the  front 
of  the  house,  where  they  entered  through  the  front  door,  shouting  to  alert 
any  occupants.  Two  of  the  residents  fled  the  building.  Although  dense 
smoke  limited  their  visibility,  the  men  entered  Mattleman’s  room  and 
shouted  for  him  to  leave,  but  Mattleman  was  disoriented.  The  other  man 
pulled  Mattleman  to  the  front  door  and  outside,  Mahoney  following. 
Mahoney  and  the  other  man  then  re-entered  the  house,  through  a  side 
entrance,  and  went  upstairs,  where  they  evacuated  the  second  floor  of  at 
least  one  occupant.  Finding  a  disoriented  man  in  a  bathroom  on  that  floor, 
Mahoney  pulled  him  by  the  arms  to  the  stairs,  and  they  stumbled  partway 
down  before  exiting  the  house  along  with  the  other  man.  Flames  soon 
engulfed  the  interior  of  the  structure  and  destroyed  it.  Matdeman  suffered 
burns  and  was  treated  at  the  scene.  He  recovered.  Mahoney  sustained  a 
minor  ankle  burn,  and  he  too  recovered.  79226-9082 
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GLENN  K.  MANNING 
Wichita,  Kansas 


Glenn  K.  Manning  died  helping  attempt  to  save  Vicky  I.  Manning  from 
drowning,  Kilauea,  Hawaii,  February  5,  2006.  Ms.  Manning,  57,  was  in  wad- 
able  water  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  atop  a  fringing  coral  reef  that  extended  about 
600  feet  from  shore.  The  swift  current  of  a  deep  channel  that  was  nearby  car¬ 
ried  her  farther  seaward,  and,  unable  to  swim  against  it  back  to  shore,  she 
called  for  help  as  she  fought  to  remain  afloat.  A  man  who  was  nearby  on  the 
reef  waded  and  swam  toward  Ms.  Manning  and  reached  a  point  close  to  her 
but  was  then  swept  beyond  her  into  the  rough  surf  at  the  edge  of  the  reef. 
From  the  beach,  Ms.  Manning’s  husband,  57,  supervisor,  also  waded  and 
swam  toward  her,  but  he  too  was  swept  by  the  current  into  the  rough  surf. 
Arriving  rescue  personnel  used  a  personal  watercraft  to  return  Ms.  Manning 
to  shore,  and  she  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for  observation.  She  was  not 
injured.  Manning  and  the  other  rescuer  were  also  returned  to  shore  by 
means  of  the  watercraft.  Resuscitation  was  attempted,  but  both  men  had 
drowned.  80160-9137 


)OHN  ELI  MARSH 
Loyser  Lance  Cove,  Newfoundland  and  Labrador 

John  Eli  Marsh  helped  to  save  Wilson  and  Brian  R.  Ivany  from  exposure. 
Lower  Lance  Cove,  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  December  5,  2005. 
Brothers  Wilson,  50,  and  Brian,  44,  were  returning  to  port  after  fishing  on 
Smith  Sound  when  their  boat  took  on  water  during  winds  estimated  at  30 
m.p.h.  The  boat  swamped  in  high  waves  at  a  point  about  100  feet  from  the 
closer  bank,  and  both  men  were  emptied  into  the  frigid  water.  They  strug¬ 
gled  toward  shore,  which  in  that  vicinity  was  steep,  rocky,  and  remote.  Brian 
pulled  himself  from  the  water  there,  but  Wilson  submerged  near  the  boat, 
which  was  floating  upended.  Marsh,  69,  and  his  son,  both  fishermen,  were 
also  returning  to  port,  in  their  19-foot  motorboat.  Rounding  a  point  on  the 
bank  about  a  half-mile  away,  they  saw  the  stricken  vessel  and  recognized  it. 
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Proceeding  to  the  scene,  they  saw  Brian  on  the  bank  and  Wilson  floating  just 
below  the  surface  of  the  water.  Marsh  and  his  son  pulled  Wilson  aboard  their 
boat,  although  with  great  difficulty  since  Wilson  was  unresponsive  and  was 
heavier  than  they  and  further  weighed  down  by  layers  of  saturated  attire. 
The  effort  caused  their  boat  to  rock  and  take  on  water.  Marsh  and  his  son 
then  maneuvered  their  boat  in  shallow  water  close  to  the  bank  for  Brian,  the 
boat’s  propeller  striking  and  scraping  submerged  rocks.  With  Brian  aboard. 
Marsh  and  his  son  resumed  their  trip  to  port  two  miles  away,  but  at  low 
speed,  as  their  boat  was  dangerously  low  in  the  water  due  to  the  additional 
weight.  Wilson  and  Brian  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  they  were 
treated  for  h5^othermia,  and  they  recovered.  80101-9125 


y 


JOHN  MORRIS  MARSH 
LoTver  Lance  Cove,  Newfoundland  and  Labrador 


John  Morris  Marsh  helped  to  save  Wilson  and  Brian  R.  Ivany  from  expo¬ 
sure,  Lower  Lance  Cove,  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  December  5,  2005. 
Brothers  Wilson,  50,  and  Brian,  44,  were  returning  to  port  after  fishing  on 
Smith  Sound  when  their  boat  took  on  water  during  winds  estimated  at  30 
m.p.h.  The  boat  swamped  in  high  waves  at  a  point  about  too  feet  from  the 
closer  bank,  and  both  men  were  emptied  into  the  frigid  water.  They  strug¬ 
gled  toward  shore,  which  in  that  vicinity  was  steep,  rocky,  and  remote.  Brian 
pulled  himself  from  the  water  there,  but  Wilson  submerged  near  the  boat, 
which  was  floating  upended.  Marsh,  36,  and  his  father,  both  fishermen,  were 
also  returning  to  port,  in  their  19-foot  motorboat.  Rounding  a  point  on  the 
bank  about  a  half-mile  away,  they  saw  the  stricken  vessel  and  recognized  it. 
Proceeding  to  the  scene,  they  saw  Brian  on  the  bank  and  Wilson  floating  just 
below  the  surface  of  the  water.  Marsh  and  his  father  pulled  Wilson  aboard 
their  boat,  although  with  great  difficulty  since  Wilson  was  unresponsive  and 
was  heavier  than  they  and  further  weighed  down  by  layers  of  saturated 

attire.  The  effort  caused  their  boat  to  rock  and  take  on  water.  Marsh  and  his 

father  then  maneuvered  their  boat  in  shallow  water  close  to  the  bank  for 
Brian,  the  boat’s  propeller  striking  and  scraping  submerged  rocks.  With 
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Brian  aboard,  Marsh  and  his  father  resumed  their  trip  to  port  two  miles  away, 
but  at  low  speed,  as  their  boat  was  dangerously  low  in  the  water  due  to  the 
additional  weight.  Wilson  and  Brian  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  they 
were  treated  for  hypothermia,  and  they  recovered,  soi  02-91 26 


RANDALL  K.  L.  MCCONNELL 
Onava,  Ontario 

Randall  K.  L.  McConnell  helped  to  rescue  Guy  J.  A.  Clairoux  from  attacking 
dogs,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  February  24,  2005.  Clairoux,  39,  was  attacked  by 
three  dogs  while  rescuing  his  young  son  from  them.  Fighting  off  the  dogs, 
which  were  part  pit  bull,  he  made  his  way  toward  the  home  of  a  neighbor, 
McConnell,  41,  where  the  dogs  took  him  to  the  ground  just  outside 
McConnell’s  backyard  and  mauled  him.  Alerted  to  the  attack,  McConnell  ran 
from  his  house  to  Clairoux.  Screaming,  he  puUed  at  the  dogs  and  punched 
and  kicked  them.  The  dogs  turned  on  him,  biting  him  on  the  foot  and 
severely  on  his  upper  right  arm.  McConnell  backed  into  his  yard,  two  of  the 
dogs  following  to  resume  attacking  him  there  as  well  as  a  friend  who  had 
responded,  while  the  third  dog  remained  at  Clairoux.  The  friend  fought  off 
one  of  the  dogs  with  a  hockey  stick.  The  dogs'  owner  arrived  shordy  and 
removed  them  from  the  scene.  Clairoux  and  his  son  and  McConnell  were 
taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of  their  bite  wounds,  McConnell’s  arm 
requiring  sutures.  They  recovered.  79730-9111 


PATRICK  MCGEOUGH.  )  R. 

Kej  West,  Flor~ida 

Patrick  McGeough,  Jr.,  attempted  to  help  save  Lois  F.  Fair  from  drowning, 
Hewitt,  Texas,  May  14,  2006.  Fair,  57,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  her  van 
after  it  partially  entered  a  flooded  drainage  ditch  during  heavy  rain.  Water 
surged  from  the  five-foot-deep  ditch  into  a  submerged  culvert  that  extended 
70  feet  underground.  Seeing  the  accident,  McGeough,  26,  warehouse 
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employee,  and  a  coworker  ran  to  the  ditch  from  the  nearby  store  where  they 
were  part-time  employees.  Holding  to  the  driver’s  side  of  the  van,  they  urged 
Fair  to  exit  the  vehicle,  but  then  it  turned  somewhat  and  moved  fully  into  the 
ditch  and  toward  the  culvert,  taking  McGeough  and  his  coworker  with  it. 
Submerging,  the  coworker  was  drawn  into  the  culvert  then  was  washed 
through  it;  he  emerged  to  safety  at  its  other  end.  The  van  pinned  McGeough 
by  a  hand  to  the  mouth  of  the  culvert,  and  he  remained  there  partially  sub¬ 
merged  until  he  was  freed  by  arriving  firefighters.  Fair  was  aided  from  the 
vehicle  through  the  window  of  its  driver’s  door.  McGeough  required  hospi¬ 
tal  treatment  for  a  wrist  injury,  and  he  recovered  in  two  weeks.  79378-91 22 


PAUL  D.  MEEKS 
Port  Orange,  Florida 

Paul  D.  Meeks  rescued  Daniel  Richman  from  burning.  Port  Orange,  Florida, 
November  i,  2006.  Richman,  37,  was  the  student  pilot  of  a  twin-engine  air¬ 
plane  that  crashed  during  a  training  flight.  The  craft  landed  upright  in  a  field 
in  a  residential  area  and  caught  fire,  with  flames  quickly  spreading  in  the 
fuselage.  Richman  was  rendered  unconscious  in  the  accident  and  remained 
strapped  to  his  seat.  In  his  nearby  residence,  Meeks,  63,  retired  service  tech¬ 
nician,  heard  the  crash.  After  reporting  it,  he  ran  to  the  scene,  where  through 
an  open  door  in  the  plane  he  saw  Richman  moving.  Despite  the  advancing 
flames,  Meeks  reached  into  the  craft  and  attempted  to  release  Richman  s 
safety  belt.  He  withdrew  to  obtain  a  knife,  then  re-entered,  flames  having 
spread  to  Richman’s  clothing.  After  cutting  the  belt,  Meeks  grasped 
Richman,  pulled  him  from  the  plane,  and  dragged  him  to  safety.  Badly 
injured  and  burned,  Richman  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  died  a  few 
hours  later.  Meeks  sustained  minor  burns  to  his  hands  and  was  treated  at  the 
scene.  He  recovered.  79847-9133 
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KEITH  R.  MILLER 
Ocean,  Neio  Jersey 

Keith  R.  Miller  helped  to  save  Carlos  Hernandez  from  drowning,  Avon  by 
the  Sea,  New  Jersey,  February  ii,  2006.  Fully  attired,  Hernandez,  21,  was 
yelling  and  struggling  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at  a  point  about  300  feet  from 
shore.  Miller,  64,  marketing  consultant,  was  jogging  past  the  scene  when  he 
saw  Hernandez.  He  stripped  down  to  his  running  tights  and  entered  the 
water,  the  temperature  of  which  was  about  40  degrees.  He  waded  and  swam 
to  Hernandez,  who  was  by  then  unconscious  and  floating  face  down.  Miller 
rolled  him  over  and  revived  him,  then  began  to  tow  him  toward  shore, 
Hernandez  outweighing  Miller.  A  police  officer  arrived  and  waded  into  the 
water  with  a  rescue  buoy.  When  the  rescuers  met,  they  positioned 
Hernandez  atop  the  buoy,  and  all  three  returned  to  shore.  Hernandez  was 
hospitalized,  as  were  Miller  and  the  officer,  who  required  treatment  for  expo¬ 
sure.  They  recovered.  79205-9067 


CHARLES  LEE  MONTGOMERY 
East  Liverpool,  Ohio 

Charles  Lee  Montgomery  helped  to  save  George  A.  Zappone  and  John  A. 
Thomas,  Sr.,  from  drowning.  Industry,  Pennsylvania,  January  9,  2005. 
Zappone,  44,  and  Thomas,  35,  were  crewmembers  of  a  io8-foot  towboat  that, 
pushing  sue  barges  on  the  Ohio  River,  was  swept  by  the  extremely  swift  cur¬ 
rent  through  an  open  gate  of  a  dam  at  night.  The  boat  came  to  rest  upright 
in  very  turbulent  water  below  the  dam,  at  a  point  about  30  feet  from  the 
structure.  Only  a  few  feet  of  the  boat’s  pilothouse  were  visible  above  the 
water,  which  was  frigid,  as  was  the  air.  Shouting  for  help,  Zappone  and 
Thomas  held  to  a  ladder  affixed  to  the  pilothouse  for  more  than  an  hour. 
Montgomery,  41,  was  the  pilot  of  a  66-foot  towboat  that  was  moored  several 
miles  downstream.  Learning  of  the  accident,  he  took  his  boat  to  the  scene, 
accompanied  by  a  crew  of  three.  Careful  to  avoid  debris  and  the  breakaway 
barges,  Montgomery  positioned  his  vessel  in  the  turbulent  water  in  close 
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proximity  to  the  submerged  one.  He  worked  to  hold  the  boat  in  place,  to  keep 
it  from  being  drawn  to  the  dam  by  a  strong  back  flow.  Although  the  lower 
deck  was  swamped,  the  other  members  of  the  crew  threw  life  rings  from 
there  to  Zappone  and  Thomas.  Zappone  grasped  one  of  the  rings  and  was 
pulled  aboard  the  rescue  boat  by  its  crew,  one  of  whom  then  tended  him 
inside  the  craft.  The  other  crewmembers  pulled  Thomas  in  and  lifted  him 
aboard.  Montgomery  rode  his  boat  with  the  downstream  current,  then 
turned  it  around  and  took  it  to  the  safety  of  a  nearby  power  plant.  Zappone 
and  Thomas  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  they  were  treated  for 
hypothermia  and  other  injuries.  Four  other  men  aboard  their  boat  were 
claimed  by  the  accident.  78376-9058 


MALCOLM  T.  MORGAN 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Malcolm  T.  Morgan  helped  to  rescue  Brandon  W.  McClure  from  burning, 
Seminole,  Oklahoma,  June  5,  2006.  McClure,  23,  was  the  driver  of  a  car  that 
left  the  highway,  struck  a  concrete  culvert,  and  broke  into  flame  at  its  back 
end.  Rendered  unconscious,  he  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat  as  flames  grew 
and  entered  the  back-seat  area  of  the  car.  Morgan,  54,  aircraft  maintenance 
technician,  came  upon  the  scene  while  driving  on  the  highway  and  stopped, 
as  did  another  motorist.  Despite  blistering  heat  from  the  nearby  flames, 
Morgan  approached  the  driver’s  side  of  the  wrecked  car  and  with  the  other 
man  reached  through  the  window  of  the  driver  s  door,  grasped  McClure,  and 
pulled  him  from  the  vehicle.  They  dragged  him  across  the  highway  to  safety. 
McClure  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  extensive  injuries  and  severe 
burns.  Morgan  sustained  a  burn  to  his  right  hand,  which  was  treated  at  the 
scene.  He  recovered.  79775-9099 
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ROGER  W.  MYERS 
Interior,  South  Dakota 

Roger  W.  Myers  helped  to  save  William  A.  Byrne  from  burning,  Martin, 
South  Dakota,  March  lo,  2005.  During  a  dust  storm  with  high  winds,  Byrne 
and  his  wife,  both  87,  were  trapped  inside  their  car  after  an  accident  in  which 
the  car  left  the  roadway,  entered  a  ditch,  and  caught  fire  at  its  rear  end. 
Byrne  was  rendered  unconscious,  and  his  wife  was  unable  to  open  the  pas¬ 
senger  door.  Myers,  57,  carpenter,  and  a  coworker  drove  upon  the  scene  and 
stopped.  Myers  approached  the  burning  car  and  attempted  to  open  its  doors 
but  was  unsuccessful.  He  returned  to  the  men’s  vehicle  for  a  fire  extinguisher 
as  the  coworker  removed  the  window  of  the  car’s  passenger  door  and 
removed  Byrne’s  wife.  Learning  that  Byrne  was  still  in  the  vehicle,  Myers  and 
the  coworker  partially  entered  the  car  through  its  passenger  door,  despite 
flames  that  by  then  had  reached  the  back-seat  area.  They  grasped  Byrne, 
pulled  him  through  the  passenger  door,  and  carried  him  to  safety.  Flames 
shortly  engulfed  the  car’s  interior.  Byrne  and  his  wife  were  hospitalized  for 
treatment  of  their  injuries.  Myers  also  received  hospital  treatment,  for  minor 
burns  to  his  arms,  and  he  inhaled  smoke  and  dust.  He  recovered.  79446-9078 


HOOMAN  NOURPARVAR 
Rorwell,  Georgia 

Hooman  Nourparvar  saved  a  boy  from  drowning,  Miramar  Beach,  Florida, 
April  I,  2006.  While  wading  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  a  9-year-old  boy  was  car¬ 
ried  seaward  into  deeper  water  by  a  strong  current,  as  were  three  other  chil¬ 
dren.  They  struggled  and  yelled  for  help.  Hooman,  18,  was  one  of  a  group  of 
out-of-state  high  school  students  who  were  playing  on  the  beach  nearby. 
Although  flags  posted  on  the  beach  indicated  dangerous  water  conditions, 
Hooman  and  two  of  his  friends  entered  the  water  and  waded  and  swam 
about  300  feet  to  the  children.  Hooman  grasped  the  9-year-old  boy,  posi¬ 
tioned  him  on  his  back,  and  began  to  tow  him  toward  shore,  while  his  friends 
likewise  began  to  take  the  other  children  in.  The  current  impeded  the  res- 
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cuers’  progress,  and  for  several  minutes  they  struggled  to  overcome  it  and 
finally  reach  wadable  water.  Hooman  and  the  boy  went  ashore,  where 
Hooman  lay,  exhausted  and  aching,  on  the  beach.  The  other  rescuers  also 
reached  safety  with  the  other  children.  The  four  children  were  examined  by 
responding  medical  personnel,  but  they  did  not  need  treatment.  Hooman 
recovered  after  resting.  79394-91 1 4 


MICHAEL  E.  G.  OAKLEY 
Savannah,  Tennessee 

Michael  E.  G.  Oakley  helped  to  rescue  Eric  G.  Alexander  from  burning. 
Savannah,  Tennessee,  April  13,  2005.  Following  a  nighttime  accident  involv¬ 
ing  a  sport  utility  vehicle  and  his  pickup  truck,  Alexander,  29,  remained  in 
the  driver’s  seat,  trapped  by  wreckage.  Flames  broke  out  at  the  front  end  of 
the  truck  and  spread  into  the  passenger  compartment.  Michael,  16,  student, 
drove  upon  the  scene  and  stopped.  He  approached  the  pickup  on  its  driver’s 
side,  reached  through  the  open  window,  and  pulled  on  Alexander  about  the 
arms.  After  having  to  retreat  at  least  twice  because  of  intense  heat,  Michael 
reached  into  the  pickup  again,  grasped  Alexander,  and  began  to  pull  him  out. 
A  man  who  lived  nearby  responded  to  the  truck,  and  he  too  grasped 
Alexander.  The  rescuers  pulled  Alexander  the  rest  of  the  way  from  the  vehi¬ 
cle  and  dragged  him  across  the  road  to  safety.  Alexander  required  lengthy 
hospitalization  for  treatment  of  extensive  injuries,  including  severe  burns. 

79375-9080 


FRANK  OESTERLING 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 

Frank  Oesterling  helped  to  rescue  Timothy  C.  Baptiste  from  burning,  Butler, 
Pennsylvania,  June  21,  2006.  Following  a  highway  accident  in  which  a  box 
truck  at  high  speed  struck  the  rear  of  his  stopped  automobile,  Baptiste,  47, 
remained  in  the  driver’s  seat,  unconscious  and  trapped  by  wreckage.  The  car, 
virtually  demolished,  had  burst  into  flame  as  the  vehicles  veered  across  the 
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highway,  and  they  remained  in  contact.  Flames  grew  and  spread  to  the 
inside  of  the  car  and  to  the  front  of  the  truck.  Oesterling,  50,  sales  engineer, 
was  in  his  vehicle,  stopped  at  the  scene,  and  witnessed  the  accident.  He 
approached  the  car  and,  despite  its  interior  flames  that  dropped  melting 
material,  reached  through  the  open  window  of  the  driver’s  door  and  released 
Baptiste’s  safety  belt.  Another  motorist  soon  joined  him,  and  together  they 
grasped  Baptiste  about  the  arms  and  pulled  on  him,  an  explosion  at  the  car 
occurring  about  then.  Another  man  joined  them,  and  he  too  reached  inside 
the  car  through  the  window,  to  free  Baptiste’s  legs.  The  men  then  pulled 
Baptiste  through  the  window  and  from  the  car  and  took  him  to  safety 
moments  before  the  car’s  interior  was  engulfed  by  flames.  Baptiste  required 
hospitalization  for  treatment  of  extensive  injuries,  including  burns. 
Oesterling  sustained  minor  burns  to  an  arm  and  ear.  79484-9090 
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PAIR  I  CK  SHANE  PACE 
Lago  Vista,  Texas 


Patrick  Shane  Pace  saved  Barbara  C.  Vidlund  from  burning,  Leander, 
Texas,  April  15,  2006.  Vidlund,  52,  was  inside  her  doublewide  mobile  home 
after  fire  broke  out  in  the  kitchen  and  filled  the  home  with  dense  smoke.  On 
duty  in  another  jurisdiction.  Pace,  31,  police  officer,  responded  to  the  scene. 
Despite  20-foot  flames  issuing  from  the  rear  of  the  structure,  he  entered  its 
living  room  through  the  front  door,  encountering  dense  smoke  that  severely 
limited  visibility.  He  walked  about  in  the  living  room  searching  for  Vidlund 
before  having  to  retreat  outside  for  air.  Again  he  entered  the  structure, 
crouched  over,  but  again  he  left  for  air  without  finding  Vidlund.  Then  hear¬ 
ing  Vidlund  moan.  Pace  entered  the  mobile  home  a  third  time  and,  crawling, 
followed  her  voice.  He  found  Vidlund  semiconscious  and  sitting  on  the  floor 
about  15  feet  from  the  door.  Grasping  her  by  her  clothing,  he  dragged  her  to 
the  door,  then  removed  her  from  the  house  and  to  a  point  of  safety  with  help 
from  another  man.  Both  Vidlund  and  Pace  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where 
Pace  was  treated  for  smoke  inhalation.  He  recovered.  79261-9064 
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MCKENZIE  ANNE  PERRY 
Mount  Pleasant,  South  Carolina 


McKenzie  Anne  Perry  helped  to  save  Betty  R.  Kindley  from  drowning, 
Sullivan’s  Island,  South  Carolina,  June  25,  2006.  Kindley,  55,  was  wading  in 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  with  a  friend  when  a  rip  current  developed  and  swept  both 
women  a  far  distance  from  shore.  Kindley  held  to  her  friend,  who  could  not 
swim.  Perry,  20,  college  student,  was  on  the  beach  in  the  vicinity  when  she 
was  alerted  to  the  situation.  Although  she  could  not  see  the  victims,  due  to 
their  distance  from  shore  and  rough  surf,  she  immediately  entered  the  water 
and  swam  out  to  Kindley,  reaching  her  after  sighting  her  en  route.  Kindley’s 
friend  had  expired  by  then,  and  Perry  urged  Kindley  to  part  with  her. 
Coached  by  Perry,  Kindley  turned  onto  her  back  and  began  to  swim  toward 
shore.  Of  others  who  had  entered  the  water  in  rescue  attempts,  only  another 
woman  swam  out.  She  joined  Kindley  and  Perry  and  also  aided  Kindley  in 
swimming  toward  shore  by  coaching  her.  After  several  minutes,  when  the 
women  were  about  300  feet  from  shore,  a  responding  firefighter  arrived  on  a 
personal  watercraft  and,  with  Kindley  aboard,  took  the  women  to  safety.  The 
women  were  nearly  exhausted  after  the  rescue,  and  they  recovered.  79652  91 1 5 


OBED  M.  PETTIES,  )R. 
Detroit,  Michigan 


Obed  M.  Petties,  Jr.,  died  attempting  to  help  save  Petter  Mattie  from  drown¬ 
ing,  Sterling  Heights,  Michigan,  July  20,  2006.  Unconscious,  Mattie,  64, 
remained  inside  his  automobile  after  it  entered  a  retention  pond  and  began 
to  submerge  in  water  about  15  feet  deep  at  a  point  about  125  feet  from  the 
bank.  Motorists  nearby,  including  Petties,  18,  construction  worker,  and  two 
coworkers,  stopped  at  the  scene  and  responded  to  the  bank.  The  two  cowork¬ 
ers  and  other  men  swam  to  the  car  and  worked  to  gain  access  to  it.  When  one 
of  them  yelled  to  Petties  to  get  a  hammer,  he  returned  to  the  men’s  van  and 
obtained  one.  Taking  the  hammer  with  him,  Petties  entered  the  pond  and 
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began  to  swim  toward  Mattie's  car.  Before  reaching  it,  he  submerged  and  did 
not  re-appear.  Mattie  was  removed  from  the  car  by  the  other  rescuers  and 
then  was  towed  to  the  bank.  He  was  hospitalized  for  testing.  The  coworkers 
re-entered  the  pond  to  search  for  Petties,  but  they  were  unsuccessful.  His 
body  was  recovered  about  two  hours  later;  he  had  drowned.  79533-9084 


DEWAYNE  D,  RODGERS 
Cumming,  Georgia 

DeWayne  D.  Rodgers  saved  Pedro  Zuniga  and  his  four  children  from  burn¬ 
ing,  Cumming,  Georgia,  August  26,  2006.  Zuniga,  32,  and  his  two  sons  and 
two  daughters  were  asleep  in  their  one-story  frame  house  after  fire  broke  out 
at  night  in  the  attached  carport  and  spread  to  the  house.  Rodgers,  48,  mar¬ 
ble  and  granite  craftsman,  lived  next  door  and  discovered  the  fire.  He  ran  to 
the  scene  and  gained  entry  to  the  house  through  a  sliding  glass  door  in  the 
living  room.  Finding  Zuniga  and  two  of  the  children  there,  Rodgers  ran  to 
the  opposite  end  of  the  house  to  look  for  others.  On  his  return  to  the  living 
room,  Rodgers,  who  was  barefoot  and  shirdess,  had  to  pass  through  the  area 
in  which  flames  from  the  carport  were  impinging.  As  Zuniga’s  sons  fled  the 
house  through  a  door  and  a  window  in  the  living  room,  Rodgers  went  to  the 
adjoining  bedroom,  where  he  found  Zuniga’s  older  daughter.  He  opened  a 
window  in  that  room  and  crawled  through  it,  after  which  Zuniga  handed  him 
his  daughters.  Zuniga  then  escaped  through  the  window,  and  he  and 
Rodgers  ran  from  the  house  with  the  girls.  Firefighters  arrived  shordy  and 
extinguished  the  blaze,  but  the  house  was  destroyed.  Neither  Zuniga  nor  any 
of  his  children  was  burned,  but  Rodgers  sustained  burns  to  his  torso,  an  arm, 
and  a  toe,  requiring  hospital  treatment.  He  recovered.  7971 4  9131 
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BRIAN  D.  ROTHELL 
Richmond,  Virginia 

Brian  D.  Rothell  helped  to  save  a  man  from  falling,  Richmond,  Virginia, 
March  25, 2006.  In  a  suicide  attempt,  a  45-year-old  man  climbed  over  the  rail¬ 
ing  of  a  bridge  spanning  the  James  River,  which  was  rocky  and  shallow  there. 
Rothell,  42,  off-duty  firefighter,  had  been  following  the  man,  and  he  immedi¬ 
ately  grasped  him  by  his  attire  and  an  arm.  Others  responded  and,  reaching 
through  the  balusters  of  the  railing,  tried  to  lift  the  man,  who  was  suspended 
50  feet  above  the  river.  Rothell  climbed  over  the  railing  and  secured  himself 
to  the  bridge  by  hooking  one  leg  through  the  railing,  then  under  the  edge  of 
the  bridge  deck.  He  reached  toward  the  man  with  one  hand  while  he  held  to 
the  bridge  with  the  other.  Although  the  man  outweighed  him  by  85  pounds, 
Rothell  grasped  him  and  helped  pull  him  up  toward  the  railing  as  the  man 
struggled  against  him  and  the  others.  Those  on  the  bridge  pulled  the  man 
over  the  railing  to  safety,  then  they  helped  Rothell  over  the  railing.  The  man 
was  taken  to  a  psychiatric  facility.  Rothell  sustained  contusions  and  lacera¬ 
tions  to  his  leg,  and  he  recovered.  7 924 5 -9066 


CHARLES  HAROLD  ROTTKAMP 
Hampton,  Virginia 

Charles  Harold  Rottkamp  attempted  to  rescue  Cleveland  O.  Hill  from 
assault,  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  August  2,  2006.  Hill,  29,  was  attacked  by  a 
man  wielding  a  lo-inch  knife  in  the  lobby  of  the  hotel  in  which  Hill  worked. 
Rottkamp,  29,  hotel  manager,  was  in  the  adjacent  lounge  when  he  heard 
screaming.  He  immediately  responded  to  the  lobby  and  saw  Hill  on  the  floor, 
the  assailant  standing  over  him.  Rottkamp  ran  to  the  assailant  and  grasped 
him.  In  their  ensuing  struggle,  the  men  fell  to  the  floor,  where  the  assailant 
stabbed  Rottkamp  repeatedly,  in  the  arm,  chest,  and  back.  The  assailant  then 
walked  from  the  hotel.  Hill  died  at  the  scene  of  his  injuries.  Rottkamp  was 
taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  was  detained  eight  days  for  treatment,  includ¬ 
ing  surgery,  of  his  stab  wounds.  He  was  disabled  for  two  months.  79620-9094 
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RONALD  D.  ROWLETT 
Vacaville,  California 

Ronald  D.  Rowlett  died  helping  attempt  to  save  Vicky  I.  Manning  from 
drowning,  Kilauea,  Hawaii,  February  5,  2006.  Manning,  57,  was  in  wadable 
water  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  atop  a  fringing  coral  reef  that  extended  about  600 
feet  from  shore.  The  swift  current  of  a  deep  channel  that  was  nearby  carried 
her  farther  seaward,  and,  unable  to  swim  against  it  back  to  shore,  she  called 
for  help.  Rowlett,  59,  correctional  facility  officer,  and  his  wife  were  nearby, 
also  in  wadable  water  atop  the  reef,  and  wimessed  her  struggle.  Rowlett 
waded  and  swam  toward  Manning  as  his  wife  returned  to  shore  to  alert  help. 
He  reached  a  point  close  to  Manning,  who  fought  to  remain  afloat,  but  was 
then  swept  beyond  her  into  the  rough  surf  at  the  edge  of  the  reef.  From  the 
beach,  Manning’s  husband  also  waded  and  swam  toward  her,  but  he  too  was 
swept  by  the  current  into  the  rough  surf.  Arriving  rescue  personnel  used  a 
personal  watercraft  to  return  Manning  to  shore,  and  she  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  for  observation.  She  was  not  injured.  Rowlett  and  Manning’s  hus¬ 
band  were  also  returned  to  shore  by  means  of  the  watercraft.  Resuscitation 
was  attempted,  but  both  men  had  drowned.  79085-91 3  6 


MICHAEL  SANCHEZ 
Homestead,  Florida 

Michael  Sanchez  died  attempting  to  save  four  children  from  drowning, 
Homestead,  Florida,  March  26, 2006.  Four  children,  two  aged  15  and  the  oth¬ 
ers  II  and  10,  were  adrift  in  a  small  boat  on  a  man-made  lake  at  a  condo¬ 
minium  complex  when  the  boat  began  to  take  on  water  and  sink.  They 
shouted  for  help  at  a  point  about  500  feet  from  the  bank,  attracting  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Sanchez,  33;  mechanic,  who  was  visiting  at  the  scene,  and  others. 
Sanchez  removed  his  outer  attire  and  entered  the  water,  which  was  murky. 
He  started  to  swim  to  the  children  but  at  a  point  about  75  feet  from  the  bank 
experienced  difficulty  in  the  water.  A  man  swam  out  to  help  him,  but 
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Sanchez  struggled  against  him  and  he  returned  to  the  bank.  Sanchez  then 
submerged.  Using  boats,  others  removed  the  children  to  safety.  Rescue 
divers  shortly  recovered  Sanchez  from  the  water.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospi¬ 
tal,  where  he  was  pronounced  dead  of  drowning.  79202-9075 


FRANCISCO  SANTIAGO 
Waterhurj,  Connecticut 

Francisco  Santiago  rescued  Teresa  A.  Sciortino  from  an  attacking  dog, 
Waterbury,  Connecticut,  March  6,  2006.  A  loo-pound  male  pit  bull  attacked 
Sciortino,  52,  in  her  backyard,  taking  her  to  the  ground  and  biting  her 
severely  about  the  legs.  Screaming,  she  fought  to  free  herself.  A  next-door 
neighbor,  Santiago,  30,  wire  technician,  exited  his  house  and  wimessed  the 
attack.  Armed  only  with  a  three-foot-long  piece  of  wood  that  was  on  his 
porch,  Santiago  ran  to  the  scene  and  began  to  strike  the  dog.  Despite  the 
blows,  the  dog  continued  to  maul  Sciortino  but  then  turned  on  Santiago, 
darting  at  his  legs  and  snapping.  Continuing  to  wield  the  piece  of  wood, 
Santiago  backed  away  from  the  dog  as  the  dog  pursued  him.  When  the  dog 
finally  fled  the  yard,  Santiago  aided  Sciortino  into  her  house,  where  they 
awaited  an  ambulance  and  police.  Sciortino  required  extensive  hospitaliza¬ 
tion  for  treatment,  which  included  surgeries,  of  her  wounds.  79215-9054 


DAVID  R.  SAUTER 
Canandaigua,  New  York 

David  R.  Sauter  helped  to  save  Ethel  Hannah  from  drowning,  Pittsford,  New 
York,  May  25, 2006.  Hannah,  60,  was  the  driver  of  an  automobile  that  left  the 
roadway,  entered  the  adjacent  Erie  Canal,  and  began  to  submerge  nose  first 
in  the  12-foot-deep  water  at  a  point  about  52  feet  from  the  bank.  She  moved 
to  the  other  side  of  the  car  and  opened  the  window  of  the  front  passenger 
door.  Driving  nearby,  Sauter,  50,  sales  representative,  witnessed  the  accident 
and  responded  to  the  bank  of  the  canal.  Ascertaining  that  Hannah  could  not 
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swim  well,  Sauter  removed  his  jacket  and  shoes  and  dived  into  the  water, 
which  was  very  cold.  He  swam  to  the  car,  only  a  few  inches  of  which  were 
still  showing,  Hannah  having  been  submerged  as  she  tried  to  climb  through 
the  window.  Sauter  reached  below  the  surface  of  the  water  and  grasped 
Hannah  by  her  collar.  He  pulled  her  from  the  car  and  to  the  surface,  then 
placed  an  arm  across  her  chest  and  started  to  return  to  the  bank.  En  route, 
he  became  numb  and  nearly  exhausted,  and  he  called  for  help  at  a  point 
about  lo  feet  from  the  bank.  Two  other  men  entered  the  canal  and  relieved 
Sauter  of  Hannah,  whom  they  took  to  safety,  Sauter  following.  Hannah  was 
taken  to  the  hospital  for  observation,  and  Sauter  recovered  after  resting. 

79401-9087 


)ASON  MICHAEL  SCHAPPERT 
Ocala,  Florida 

Jason  Michael  Schappert  saved  Robert  S.  Hughes  from  drowning, 
Lakeville,  Massachusetts,  February  ii,  2007.  While  riding  an  all-terrain  vehi¬ 
cle  on  frozen-over  Long  Pond,  Hughes,  51,  entered  a  section  of  open  water  at 
a  point  about  a  quarter-mile  from  the  closer  bank.  His  vehicle  sank  in  the  12- 
foot-deep  water,  and  Hughes  tried  without  success  to  climb  back  onto  the  ice, 
which  was  thin  there.  While  on  the  ice  in  the  general  vicinity  with  friends, 
Schappert,  18,  college  student,  witnessed  the  accident.  Taking  a  camera  case 
with  him,  he  walked  toward  the  open  water,  and  then,  near  it,  he  lay  on  the 
ice  to  distribute  his  weight  and  moved  toward  Hughes.  He  threw  the  strap  of 
the  case  to  Hughes  and,  requiring  repeated  attempts,  pulled  him  atop  the  ice, 
which  by  then  was  bowing  into  the  water.  Schappert  moved  Hughes  back  to 
thicker  ice,  where.  Joined  by  his  friends,  he  provided  him  articles  of  dry 
clothes  and  then  aided  him  back  to  the  bank.  Hughes  suffered  a  sore  shoul¬ 
der  and  was  short  of  breath.  He  was  given  hospital  treatment,  and  he  recov¬ 
ered.  80098-9140 
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MATTHEW  |.  SHACKLES 
Mount  Sinai,  Nnv  York 

Matthew  J.  Shackles  helped  to  rescue  Jacqueline  G.  Rathjen  from  burning, 
Coram,  New  York,  August  29,  2006.  Following  a  highway  accident  at  night 
that  involved  the  sports  car  in  which  she  was  the  passenger  and  two  other 
vehicles,  Rathjen,  20,  was  semiconscious  in  the  front  seat  as  flames  began  to 
spread  from  the  driver’s  side  throughout  the  vehicle.  Shackles,  23,  university 
student  and  waiter,  drove  upon  the  scene  and  stopped,  as  did  another 
motorist.  Shackles  responded  to  the  passenger  side  of  the  car  as  four-foot 
flames  issued  from  the  driver’s  side.  He  leaned  through  the  exposed  top  of 
the  car,  grasped  Rathjen,  and  started  to  pull  on  her,  as  did  the  other  motorist. 
She  did  not  budge.  Heat  from  encroaching  flames  was  intense  as  the  men 
redoubled  their  efforts  and  were  successful  in  freeing  her.  Grasping  Rathjen 
about  the  arms  and  legs,  they  lifted  her  from  the  car  and  carried  her  to  safety. 
Flames  grew  quickly  to  consume  the  vehicle.  Rathjen  required  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  for  her  injuries,  which  included  burns,  and  Shackles  sustained  minor 
burns  to  his  left  arm,  from  which  he  recovered.  79634-91  oe 


SAMUEL  ).  SHEALY 
Goochland,  Virginia 


Samuel  J.  Shealy  helped  to  rescue  Ann  H.  Robertson  from  burning, 
Midlothian,  Virginia,  March  15,  2006.  Robertson,  63,  was  the  driver  of  an 
automobile  that  was  struck  from  behind  by  another  vehicle  at  night.  At 
impact,  fire  erupted  on  the  back  of  the  car,  which  then  left  a  trail  of  flames  as 
it  moved  from  the  highway.  Others  stopped  at  the  scene,  including  Shealy, 
71,  retired  bridge  construction  worker.  Another  man  opened  the  driver's  door 
and  entered  the  car,  finding  Robertson  on  the  floor  behind  the  front  seat. 
Shealy  also  entered  the  car  and  from  the  front  seat  saw  that  flames  had 
entered  its  interior  and  were  spreading  to  the  back  seat.  After  he  too  left  the 
car,  the  other  man  re-entered  it  and  patted  out  flames  around  Robertson,  and 
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on  a  subsequent  entry  he  pulled  her  over  and  onto  the  front  seat.  Shealy 
reached  inside  the  vehicle  and  with  the  other  man  pulled  Robertson  from  the 
car  and  carried  her  to  safety.  Moments  later  the  interior  of  the  car  was 
engulfed  by  flames.  Robertson  required  hospitahzation  for  extensive  burns. 

79441-9096 


THOMAS  W.  SIEGLER 
Washin^on,  Pennsylvania 

Thomas  W.  Siegler  helped  to  save  George  A.  Zappone  and  John  A.  Thomas, 
Sr.,  from  drowning.  Industry,  Pennsylvania,  January  9,  2005.  Zappone,  44, 
and  Thomas,  35,  were  crewmembers  of  a  io8-foot  towboat  that,  pushing  six 
barges  on  the  Ohio  River,  was  swept  by  the  extremely  swift  current  through 
an  open  gate  of  a  dam  at  night.  The  boat  came  to  rest  upright  in  very  turbu¬ 
lent  water  below  the  dam,  at  a  point  about  30  feet  from  the  structure.  Only 
a  few  feet  of  the  boat’s  pilothouse  were  visible  above  the  water,  which  was 
frigid,  as  was  the  air.  Shouting  for  help,  Zappone  and  Thomas  held  to  a  lad¬ 
der  affixed  to  the  pilothouse  for  more  than  an  hour.  Siegler,  47,  lead  deck¬ 
hand,  was  aboard  a  66-foot  towboat  that  was  moored  several  miles 
downstream.  Learning  of  the  accident,  he  and  the  boat’s  three  other 
crewmembers  went  to  the  scene.  Careful  to  avoid  debris  and  the  breakaway 
barges,  the  boat’s  pilot  positioned  the  vessel  in  the  turbulent  water  in  close 
proximity  to  the  submerged  one.  He  worked  to  hold  the  boat  in  place,  to  keep 
it  from  being  drawn  to  the  dam  by  a  strong  back  flow.  Although  the  lower 
deck  was  swamped,  Siegler  and  the  two  other  crewmen  threw  life  rings  from 
there  to  Zappone  and  Thomas.  Zappone  grasped  one  of  the  rings  and  was 
pulled  aboard  the  rescue  boat  by  the  three  crewmen.  Siegler  tended  him 
inside  the  craft  as  the  other  crewman  then  pulled  Thomas  in  and  lifted  him 
aboard.  The  pilot  rode  the  boat  with  the  downstream  current,  then  turned  it 
around  and  took  it  to  the  safety  of  a  nearby  power  plant.  Zappone  and 
Thomas  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  they  were  treated  for  hypothermia 
and  other  injuries.  Four  other  men  aboard  their  boat  were  claimed  by  the 
accident.  78379.9061 
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STEPHEN  DAVID  SLI WA 
Daytona  Beach,  Florida 


Stephen  David  Sliwa  saved  Merry  C.  Banks  from  burning,  Daytona  Beach, 
Florida,  May  lo,  2006.  Banks,  92,  was  trapped  inside  her  car  after  an  acci¬ 
dent  in  which  the  car  struck  an  electrical  ground  station  and  caught  fire  at  its 
front  end.  Bicycling  nearby,  Sliwa,  33,  racecar  driver,  heard  the  ground  sta¬ 
tion  explode  and  then  saw  smoke  from  the  scene.  He  responded  to  the  car, 
finding  flames  issuing  high  off  the  hood  on  its  driver’s  side.  Sliwa  attempted 
to  open  the  front  passenger  door  but  found  it  locked.  After  shouting  at  Banks 
to  unlock  the  door,  Sliwa  opened  it  and,  entering  the  car,  kneeled  on  the  pas¬ 
senger  seat.  Smoke  and  intense  heat  filled  the  car.  Sliwa  released  Banks’s 
safety  belt,  freed  her  leg,  and,  cradling  her,  pulled  her  from  the  car.  He  ran 
with  her  to  safety,  an  explosive  rush  of  flame  shortly  filling  the  car’s  interior. 
Flames  engulfed  the  vehicle.  Banks  sustained  minor  injuries.  79350-9068 


BRUCE  R.  SPERLING 
Lombard,  Illinois 

Bruce  R.  Sperling  died  helping  attempt  to  save  Craig  R.  Fliege  from  drown¬ 
ing,  Yorkville,  Illinois,  May  27,  2006.  Fliege,  38,  was  kayaking  on  the  Fox 
River  when  he  went  over  a  low  dam.  Thrown  from  the  kayak,  he  was  caught 
in  the  boil  at  the  base  of  the  dam,  at  a  point  about  120  feet  from  the  closer 
bank.  About  to  go  canoeing,  Sperling,  31,  youth  pastor,  and  his  brother  were 
then  on  the  bank  in  the  vicinity.  Each  wearing  a  life  jacket,  they  entered  the 
river  for  Fliege  at  a  point  downstream  from  the  dam.  As  the  water  was  not 
deep  there,  Bruce  and  his  brother  walked  out  toward  Fliege,  but  they  too 
became  caught  in  the  boil  and  could  not  escape  it.  Rescue  personnel  arrived 
shortly  and  removed  all  three  men  from  the  river.  They  were  taken  to  nearby 
hospitals,  where  they  were  pronounced  dead  of  drowning.  79409-9145 
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MARK  SPERLING 
Yorkville,  Illinois 

Mark  Sperling  died  helping  attempt  to  save  Craig  R.  Fliege  from  drowning, 
Yorkville,  Illinois,  May  27,  2006.  Fliege,  38,  was  kayaking  on  the  Fox  River 
when  he  went  over  a  low  dam.  Thrown  from  the  kayak,  he  was  caught  in  the 
boil  at  the  base  of  the  dam,  at  a  point  about  120  feet  from  the  closer  bank. 
About  to  go  canoeing,  Sperling,  27,  construction  business  operator,  and  his 
brother  were  then  on  the  bank  in  the  vicinity.  Each  wearing  a  lifejacket,  they 
entered  the  river  for  Fliege  at  a  point  downstream  from  the  dam.  As  the 
water  was  not  deep  there,  Mark  and  his  brother  walked  out  toward  Fhege, 
but  they  too  became  caught  in  the  boil  and  could  not  escape  it.  Rescue  per¬ 
sonnel  arrived  shortly  and  removed  all  three  men  from  the  river.  They  were 
taken  to  nearby  hospitals,  where  they  were  pronounced  dead  of  drowning. 

97410-9144 


Y 


lOHN  C.  SPRINGER 
Alexandria,  Virginia 


John  C.  Springer  rescued  Jeanne  Hobbs  from  assault,  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
January  9,  2005.  Hobbs,  37,  was  in  her  office  on  the  nursing  floor  of  a  retire¬ 
ment  home  when  a  disturbed  man  entered  the  room  with  a  knife  and 
attacked  her.  They  went  to  the  floor,  the  assailant  cutting  her  with  the  knife. 
Hearing  Hobbs  scream.  Springer,  62,  legal  administrator,  who  was  visiting 
nearby  in  that  unit,  approached  the  office  and  witnessed  the  attack.  He 
yelled  at  the  assailant,  then  grabbed  him  by  the  arm.  The  assailant  turned  on 
Springer,  and  as  they  struggled,  a  nursing  assistant  pulled  Hobbs  from  the 
room.  The  assailant  took  Springer  to  the  floor  and  inflicted  major  cut  wounds 
to  his  head  and  face.  Distracted,  the  assailant  left  the  office  and  proceeded 
to  another  wing  of  the  floor,  inflicting  knife  wounds  to  four  elderly  patients 
before  he  was  subdued.  Springer  and  Hobbs  were  treated  at  the  hospital  for 
their  lacerations.  Springer’s  requiring  48  sutures.  He  recovered.  78212  9070 
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RICHARD  STAUFFENEKER 
Ne-ff  Ipnvich,  Nm  Hampshire 

Richard  Stauffeneker  saved  Joseph  P.  Gruda  from  burning,  New  Ipswich, 
New  Hampshire,  May  4,  2006.  Gruda,  26,  was  the  driver  of  a  commercial 
truck  that,  carrying  at  least  130  gallons  of  fuel  and  towing  a  pickup  truck, 
rolled  over  onto  another  vehicle,  crushing  it,  in  a  highway  accident. 
Disoriented,  he  hung  upside  down  in  the  cab  of  the  truck  as  leaking  fuel 
flowed  onto  the  road  and  flames  erupted  on  the  wreckage,  near  the  cab. 
Other  motorists,  including  Stauffeneker,  36,  mason,  stopped  at  the  scene. 
Stauffeneker  approached  the  wreckage  and,  after  pulling  the  truck’s  wind¬ 
shield  away,  partially  entered  the  cab  head  first  and  freed  Gruda’s  legs,  which 
were  pinned  by  the  gearshift  lever.  As  Gruda  remained  caught,  Stauffeneker 
worked  to  dislodge  him  while  the  flames  grew.  He  then  pulled  Gruda  from 
the  cab  and  guided  him  to  safety.  Learning  only  then  that  another  vehicle 
was  involved,  Stauffeneker  returned  to  the  wreckage,  but  the  driver  of  the 
other  vehicle  was  able  to  free  himself.  The  men  retreated  to  safety  moments 
before  flames  engulfed  the  cab  of  the  truck  and  the  other  vehicle.  Gruda  was 
treated  at  the  scene  for  cuts  to  his  hands,  and  the  driver  of  the  other  vehicle 
sustained  only  a  minor  burn.  79386-9086 


KENNETH  LEE  THOMPSON 
Wall,  South  Dakota 

Kenneth  Lee  Thompson  saved  Ann  B.  and  helped  to  save  William  A.  Byrne 
from  burning,  Martin,  South  Dakota,  March  10,  2005.  During  a  dust  storm 
with  high  winds,  Ms.  Byrne  and  her  husband,  both  87,  were  trapped  inside 
their  car  after  an  accident  in  which  the  car  left  the  roadway,  entered  a  ditch, 
and  caught  fire  at  its  rear  end.  Ms.  Byrne  was  unable  to  open  the  passenger 
door,  and  her  husband  was  rendered  unconscious.  Ms.  Byrne  pounded  on 
the  vwndow  and  shouted  for  help.  Thompson,  35,  maintenance  worker,  and 
a  coworker  drove  upon  the  scene  and  stopped.  While  Thompson  called  for 
help,  the  coworker  approached  the  burning  car  and  attempted  to  open  its 
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doors.  Unsuccessful,  he  returned  to  the  men’s  vehicle  for  a  fire  extinguisher. 
Thompson  also  responded  to  the  car  and  attempted  to  open  its  doors.  He 
then  removed  the  window  of  the  passenger  door,  assisted  Ms.  Byrne  from  the 
car,  and  carried  her  to  safety.  Learning  that  Byrne  was  still  in  the  vehicle, 
Thompson  and  the  coworker  returned  to  it.  Thompson  used  the  fire  extin¬ 
guisher  against  the  flames,  which  by  then  had  reached  the  back-seat  area, 
and  he  opened  the  passenger  door.  He  and  the  coworker  partially  entered 
the  car  and  grasped  Byrne,  and  then  they  pulled  him  through  the  passenger 
door  and  carried  him  to  safety.  Flames  shortly  engulfed  the  car’s  interior. 
Byrne  and  his  wife  were  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  their  injuries. 
Thompson  also  received  hospital  treatment,  for  minor  burns  to  a  hand,  and 
he  inhaled  smoke.  He  recovered.  79445  9079 


HOWARD  AUGUSTA  THURSTON 
Columbia,  Virginia 

Howard  Augusta  Thurston  helped  to  rescue  Ann  H.  Robertson  from  burn¬ 
ing,  Midlothian,  Virginia,  March  15,  2006.  Robertson,  63,  was  the  driver  of 
an  automobile  that  was  struck  from  behind  by  another  vehicle  at  night.  At 
impact,  fire  erupted  on  the  back  of  the  car,  which  then  left  a  trail  of  flames  as 
it  moved  from  the  highway.  Other  motorists,  including  Thurston,  57,  equip¬ 
ment  repair  technician  and  farmer,  stopped  at  the  scene.  He  opened  the  driv¬ 
er’s  door  and  entered  the  car,  finding  Robertson  on  the  floor  behind  the  front 
seat.  Repelled  by  smoke,  he  exited  the  vehicle  and  went  to  its  passenger  side, 
but  trees  there  blocked  access  to  the  car.  Another  man  entered  the  car  and 
from  the  front  seat  saw  that  flames  had  entered  its  interior  and  were  spread¬ 
ing  to  the  back  seat.  After  he  too  left  the  car,  Thurston  entered  it  a  second 
time  and  from  the  front  seat  patted  out  flames  around  Robertson.  He  tried  to 
pull  her  from  the  floor  but  was  not  successful  before  having  to  leave  for  air 
again.  On  his  third  entry,  Thurston  succeeded  in  pulling  Robertson  over  and 
onto  the  front  seat.  The  other  man  reached  inside  the  vehicle  and  with 
Thurston  pulled  her  from  the  car  and  carried  her  to  safety.  Moments  later  the 
interior  of  the  car  was  engulfed  by  flames.  Robertson  required  hospitaliza¬ 
tion  for  extensive  burns.  79440  9095 
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MICHAEL  lOSEPH  TOWLE,  )  R. 

Long  Beach,  California 

Michael  Joseph  Towle,  Jr.,  helped  to  save  a  man  from  drowning,  Santa 
Cruz,  California,  November  14,  2006.  A  23-year-old  man  was  climbing  on 
rocks  that  formed  that  part  of  the  shore  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  when  he  slipped 
and  fell  into  turbulent  water.  Breaking  waves  battered  him  against  the  rocks, 
and  the  52-degree  water  sapped  his  strength.  Nearby,  Towle,  22,  college  stu¬ 
dent,  was  alerted  to  the  situation.  He  removed  his  outer  attire  and  began  to 
climb  down  to  the  water,  but  he  slipped  midway  and  fell,  hitting  the  rocks 
hard  before  landing  in  the  rough  surf.  Bruised  and  somewhat  dazed,  Towle 
swam  to  the  man,  secured  a  hold  on  him,  then  took  him  to  a  large,  exposed 
rock  about  60  feet  from  shore  to  get  out  of  the  breaking  waves.  Towle  and  the 
man  clung  to  the  rock  to  await  help  but  were  soon  washed  from  it.  Others  on 
shore  threw  out  a  life  ring  attached  to  a  rope.  Towle  swam  to  the  ring  and 
gave  it  to  the  man,  then  swam  alongside  him  as  those  on  shore  pulled  him  in. 
Arriving  rescue  personnel  lifted  the  man  to  safety.  He  was  taken  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  treatment  of  lacerations  and  contusions,  and  he  recovered.  Towle 
was  treated  at  the  scene  for  lacerations  and  contusions  and  then  later  went  to 
the  hospital,  where  it  was  found  he  had  fractured  his  left  wrist  during  the  res¬ 
cue.  Treatment  of  the  fracture  required  surgery.  79942.91  so 


VITALY  TS  I  KOZA 
Novonbirsk,  Russia 

Vitaly  Tsikoza  died  attempting  to  save  Paulina  A.  Filippova  from  falling, 
American  Fork,  Utah,  September  24,  2006.  Paulina,  3,  fell  from  a  trail  at  a 
national  monument  on  the  face  of  a  steep  wall  of  American  Fork  Canyon  and 
landed  out  of  view  on  a  narrow  ledge  at  a  point  about  75  feet  below  the  trail. 
Beyond  the  ledge  was  a  much  higher  and  steeper  drop.  She  began  to  cry.  A 
family  friend  in  her  party,  Tsikoza,  41,  project  manager,  immediately  began  to 
descend  to  Paulina.  He  located  her  and  was  heard  to  tell  her  that  he  was 
going  to  her,  but  then  he  fell  down  the  60-degree  slope  of  the  canyon  waU  to 
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a  point  400  feet  below  the  trail.  Another  man  on  the  trail  and  a  park  ranger 
responded  to  the  scene  and  made  their  way  over  a  different  course  to 
Paulina.  Remaining  on  the  ledge,  they  held  her  to  keep  her  from  falling  as 
they  waited  90  minutes  for  rescue  personnel.  Paulina  was  then  lifted  by 
medic  helicopter  from  the  face  of  the  canyon  and  taken  to  the  hospital,  where 
she  was  detained  overnight  for  treatment  of  lacerations  and  bruises.  She 
recovered.  Tsikoza’s  body  was  located  and  removed  from  the  canyon  hours 
later  by  rescuers.  79790-9107 


M.  SEAN  VENEZIA 
Danville,  California 

M.  Sean  Venezia  rescued  Robert  E.  McKinley  III  from  burning,  Danville, 
California,  October  26,  2006.  Injured,  Robert,  16,  remained  in  the  driver’s 
seat  of  a  sport  utility  vehicle  that  left  the  roadway,  crashed  head  on  into  a 
tree,  and  caught  fire  at  its  front  end.  Flames  spread  beneath  the  vehicle  and 
entered  it  at  its  floorboard.  Venezia,  44,  real  estate  developer,  lived  nearby 
and  heard  the  accident.  Responding  to  the  scene,  he  approached  the  driver’s 
side  of  the  vehicle,  opened  the  front  door,  and,  blocked  by  the  deployed 
airbag,  told  Robert  to  free  his  safety  belt.  Venezia  then  reached  into  the  vehi¬ 
cle  and  grasped  Robert  under  his  arms.  Although  Robert  outweighed  him, 
Venezia  pulled  him  from  the  vehicle  and  dragged  him  up  to  the  roadway. 
Flames  grew  to  engulf  the  vehicle,  destroying  it.  Robert  required  hospital¬ 
ization  for  treatment  of  his  injuries,  which  included  burns  to  one  leg.  He 
recovered.  798I8-9130 


V 


MATHEW  B.  VIZBULIS 
Fonthill,  Ontario 


Mathew  B.  Vizbulis  saved  Shailesh  H.,  Smit  S.,  and  Hasya  S.  Shah  from 
drowning,  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  July  29,  2006.  Shah,  41,  and  his  sons  Smit, 
14,  and  Hasya,  it,  were  caught  in  an  eddy  off  the  bank  of  the  Niagara  River, 
in  a  remote  area  below  Niagara  Falls  in  which  the  river  was  narrowed. 
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extremely  swift,  and  turbulent.  Vizbulis,  28,  artist,  was  rock  climbing  along 
the  bank  when  screaming  at  the  scene  attracted  his  attention.  He  responded 
to  the  river  and  saw  that  the  three  victims  were  floating  face  down  in  the 
water  and  unconscious.  Removing  his  shirt  and  shoes,  Vizbulis  entered  the 
river,  which  was  not  wadable  there,  and  with  difficulty  swam  to  the  eddy. 
First  contacting  Shah,  he  pulled  his  face  from  the  water  and  then  grasped 
him  under  the  arms  and  towed  him  to  the  bank,  where  others  aided  him  from 
the  river.  Vizbulis  swam  back  to  the  eddy,  next  reaching  Smit,  and  returned 
him  to  the  bank.  Shah  and  Smith  regained  consciousness.  Vizbulis  swam  out 
a  third  time,  for  Hasya,  and  took  him  in  to  safety.  Hasya  regained  a  degree  of 
consciousness  and  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  was  treated  for  having 
nearly  drowned.  He  recovered.  79573-9101 


SAMANTHA  L.  WOOD 
Sterling  Heights,  Michigan 

Samantha  L.  Wood  saved  Brian  Dawkins  from  burning.  Sterling  Heights, 
Michigan,  October  17,  2006.  Brian,  4,  was  in  one  end  of  his  family’s  mobile 
home  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  other  end  and  filled  the  structure  with  dense 
smoke.  At  a  residence  nearby.  Wood,  34,  homemaker,  saw  the  fire  and 
responded  to  the  scene,  where  she  learned  that  Brian  was  still  inside.  Despite 
flames  issuing  from  the  mobile  home  and  spreading  inside  it,  she  entered  and, 
crawling,  searched  for  Brian.  Hearing  his  voice,  she  located  him  in  a  bedroom 
closet.  Wood  pulled  Brian  from  the  closet  and,  clutching  him  to  herself, 
crawled  back  to  the  door  and  exited  to  safety.  Brian  and  Wood  were  treated 
at  the  scene,  then  Wood  received  hospital  treatment  for  smoke  inhalation. 

7981  0-91  27 
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WILLIAM  E.  WRIGHT,  |R. 

Oscoda,  Michigan 

William  E.  Wright,  Jr.,  saved  John  M.  Andrick  from  drowning,  Oscoda, 
Michigan,  January  lo,  2007.  John,  9,  and  two  other  boys  were  playing  on  the 
ice  of  partially  frozen  Van  Etten  Lake  when  they  broke  through  at  a  point 
about  40  feet  from  the  bank.  They  shouted  for  help  as  they  struggled  to  stay 
afloat  in  the  37-degree  water.  At  his  home  nearby,  Wright,  37,  aircraft 
mechanic,  was  alerted  to  the  situation.  He  immediately  responded  to  the 
scene,  arriving  as  a  woman  was  returning  one  of  the  boys  to  the  bank. 
Wearing  steel-toe  boots,  Wright  entered  the  lake,  waded  out  to  solid  ice,  and 
then  broke  a  path  through  it  toward  John,  who,  unconscious,  had  submerged 
by  then.  Wright  grasped  John  but,  tiring,  had  difficulty  staying  afloat  in  the 
water,  which  was  beyond  his  depth  there.  He  called  for  help.  Kicking,  Wright 
proceeded  toward  the  bank  with  John,  then  he  removed  him  from  the  lake. 
The  third  boy  also  had  submerged,  and  his  body  was  found  the  next  day. 
John  and  the  other  rescued  boy  required  hospital  treatment  for  hypothermia, 
and  they  recovered.  Wright  strained  his  back  but  recovered  in  a  day. 

80055-91  29 


lUSTlN  F RE D E RIC K  ZU Rl L LA 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

Justin  Frederick  Zurilla  saved  Jayden  M.  Shird  from  burning,  Rossville, 
Maryland,  May  19,  2005.  Following  a  highway  accident  involving  the  sport 
utility  vehicle  in  which  he  was  the  passenger,  Jayden,  2,  remained  strapped 
in  his  car  seat,  which  was  secured  to  the  back  seat.  The  vehicle  was  over¬ 
turned,  and  flames  had  broken  out  at  its  front  end,  where  they  entered  the 
passenger  compartment.  From  nearby,  Zurilla,  34,  mortgage  broker,  heard 
the  accident.  He  approached  the  vehicle  on  its  passenger  side  and  attempted 
to  open  the  back  door  on  seeing  Jayden  inside,  but  the  door  was  inoperable. 
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Zurilla  then  went  to  the  rear  of  the  vehicle  and  entered  it  through  the  hroken- 
out  window.  Lying  on  his  back,  he  positioned  himself  at  a  point  underneath 
Jayden  and  worked  to  free  him  from  his  seat.  After  repeated  attempts,  Zurilla 
did  so,  and  then  he  handed  Jayden  through  the  window  to  a  woman  who  had 
responded.  Zurilla  exited  the  vehicle  to  safety.  Jayden  was  hospitalized  but 
was  not  seriously  injured,  and  Zurilla  suffered  minor  scrapes  and  bruises. 
They  recovered.  79174-9073 
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